                                                                                                                                           June 7, 2019


MINUTES OF THE COLLIER COUNTY 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING
Naples, Florida, June 7, 2019 
LET IT BE REMEMBERED, the Collier County Development Growth Management 
Oversight Committee in and for the County of Collier, having conducted business herein, 
met on this date at 3:00 P.M. in REGULAR SESSION at the Collier County Growth 
Management Department Building, Conference Room #609/610, 2800 N. Horseshoe Drive, 
Naples, Florida, with the following members present:                              
     Chairman:  Nicholas G. Penniman, IV (Excused)
                                                                   Vice Chairman:  Jeffery Curl
                                 Everett Loukonen 

                                                                                    John W. Vaughn, Jr. 
                                                                                              Jessica Ryals
                                                                                              Andrea Psaras (Excused)
                                                                                              Robb Klucik
ALSO PRESENT:  Kris Van Lengen, Community Planning Manager
                                Anita Jenkins, Principal Planner



 Josephine Medina, Senior Planner

Any persons in need of the verbatim record of the meeting may request a copy of the audio recording from the Collier County Growth Management Department.

1. Roll Call 
Vice Chairman Curl called the meeting to order at 3:03pm. Mr. Van Lengen noted the excused absence of Mr. Penniman and Ms. Psaras.
2. Approval of Agenda
Mr. Loukonen moved to approve the Agenda.  Second by Mr. Vaughn.   Carried unanimously 5 - 0.

3. Approval of Minutes from September 6, 2018 Meeting 
Mr. Loukonen moved to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2018 meeting as presented.  Second by Mr. Vaughn.  Carried 4 – 0, with 1 abstention.
4. Approval of Minutes from December 6, 2018 Meeting 
Mr. Vaughn moved to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2018 meeting as presented.  Second by Mr. Loukonen.  Carried 4 – 0, with 1 abstention.
5. Staff Announcements
Mr. Van Lengen welcomed new Committee Meeting Members, Rob Klucik, the RLSA Committee Member and Jessica Ryals, the RFMUD Committee Member.
Mr. Van Lengen invited the Committee Members to hold a discussion on future meeting dates. This concluded with the Committee Members agreeing upon 9:00 a.m. on Fridays being the best date and time for future meetings. The next meeting was discussed as being the morning of September 6, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 
6. Agenda Items  

A.  UF-IFAS Presentation: Overview of Agency and Food Systems, Jessica Mendes Ryals, Sustainable Food System Agent, UF-IFAS.

      Ms. Ryals presented the PowerPoint “UF/IFAS Extension Collier County”.  She noted:

· UF/IFAS is a Federal-State-County Partnership developing knowledge in agriculture, human and natural resources and the life sciences, and making that knowledge available to the citizens of Florida.
· UF/IFAS a three legged stool of Teaching, Research and Extension (Offices in all 67 Florida Counties)

· Commercial Horticulture Program, Agent Doug Caldwell, Ph.D./”Dr. Doug Bug”

· Horticulture – Urban Program

· 4-H Youth Development

· Family Nutrition Program
· Sustainable Food Systems Program, Agent II, Jessica M. Ryals, MPA
· Annual Agriculture Tour where you take a behind the scenes look at agriculture in the County.
· Working with the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council to look how can help small to medium growers be more sustainable. People want fresh and local food and there are growers who are offer that so how do you connect the two?
· Large farms are getting bigger but there are less of them, and small farms are getting smaller but there are more of them. Small farms have to find niche markets.

· Administrative Support, Paula Springs and Peggy McDonough.

· Multi-County Agricultural Agents

· Southwest Florida Research and Education Center
 Under Committee discussion, the following was noted:

· Land prices:  One of the biggest barriers for beginner and new growers is land prices. The USDA Census states that the average grower’s age has increased one year from the last seven years. Farmers are getting older and there is not one there to replace them. We are seeing more urban and niche markets come up. 
· Discuss possibility of land uses such as community gardens and urban farming.
· Ideas of how to make urban farming more sustainable through possible residential compost programs or collecting rain water off of rooftops. 

· Discussed the case of a food desert located in an Orlando Area Subdivision where a private company came in and leased front yard of individual home owners to grow food and sell it. The company gave a percentage of the proceeds to the homeowner and the homeowner would be allowed to keep some of the produce. Related the discussion to Golden Gate City and Immokalee.
B.  Golden Gate Area Master Plan: Progress Report - Kris Van Lengen, Community Planning Manager Anita Jenkins, Principal Planner      
Mr. Van Lengen highlighted, within the Estates, two key proposed policy changes present in the adoption document. The first being the recommendation to increase the neighborhood centers which are right now 5 acres to 8 acres per quadrant. The second being the recommendation to allow conditional uses in major intersection where there are not neighborhood centers. The adoption document proposes no increase to neighborhood centers to any larger than they are today and removes the recommendation to allow conditional uses in major intersections where no neighborhood centers exist. Some proposed initiative still present in the document are environmental and water management-related. These relate to aquifer recharge and stormwater abatement. One example is studying and recommending solutions for disbursed water management. Another important policy direction involves wildfire. This will require coordination with and funding for Fire Districts and the Forestry Service. 
Ms. Jenkins provided the process and status of the adoption document as:

· No comments were provided from the state agency for the transmittal document. 

· The adoption hearing of the GGAMP was held by the Collier County Planning Commission yesterday and continued to July 25 for more information.

· The GGAMP will eventually continue to the Board of County Commissioners for adoption. 

Ms. Jenkins noted that the focus for Golden Gate City was in redevelopment. Really need to get investment in there so land uses were added in near the center of town. An area that is called the Activity Center where light manufacturing and targeted industry uses were added in order to get more job opportunities. There is also a process looking toward redeveloping Golden Gate Parkway between Collier Boulevard and Santa Barbara. The idea is to try to enhance those land uses along that area to strengthen the bicycle and pedestrian environment. Land Development Code Amendment is in process to implement that type of environment. There is also a creation of an innovation zone within Golden Gate City which is a funding source to help improve the infrastructure in this area and to offer some benefits for economic development in that area. The utilities for Golden Gate City are under county ownership now. There is also an Opportunity Zone in Golden Gate City which basically is a tax incentive for private investment. 
C.  Update on RLSA Overlay Restudy- Kris Van Lengen 

      Mr. Van Lengen provided the “RLSA Approved and Proposed Map March, 2019” and pointed out that this map has been updated to show the area of what used to be Rural Lands West, which is now withdrawn as an application, is now River Grass and is coming in as a Village as opposed to a Town and much smaller. 

Mr. Van Lengen provided the “Rural Lands Stewardship Area Overlay White Paper List of Staff Recommendations” and went on to go through some of the recommendations for discussion with Committee members:
· Under Agricultural Protection “Collier County may establish an Agricultural Advisory Committee at a time deemed appropriate by the BCC.” 
· Cap on credits and acres on each category. Such as credits proposed for agricultural retention. 
The Committee noted:

· Better analysis of the purpose of an Agricultural Advisory Committee would be. What would be the goal of the advisory committee? Should really ask farmers what they want and what help they need. Transportation out of Collier County is important to get produce to market. 
· Consideration of a rephrase of “Agricultural Advisory Committee”.
Speaker
April Olsen, Conservancy of Southwest Florida stated the conservancy had three major concerns that were not addressed. The program should be improved so that the development is directed away from primary zone panther habitat using best available science to meet the goal to direct development from listed species and their habitat. The density in the program is too low to meet the goal of a compact walkable community. However, because there are too many credits already in the system it has to be recalibrated and condensed but agree that they do have to be capped. Collier County does not have the base data for the program only have the NRI Scores, which would not allow the program to be updated with best available science. 
      Mr. Vaughn moved to find the public outreach process sufficient and appropriate and the White Papers findings responsive to the goals of consistency, sustainability and economic vitality. Second by Mr. Loukonen.  Carried 4 – 0, with 1 abstention. 
      D.  Update on Immokalee Area Master Plan Restudy - Anita Jenkins, Principal Planner 
      Ms. Jenkins noted that the amendments to the Immokalee Area Master Plan have gone through transmittal. 
· Held 3-4 hearings with the Planning Commission. The transmittal of the proposed amendments was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission with one vote against.

· The the Board of County Commissioners voted unanimously in favor of transmittal.
· Off to state

Ms. Jenkins noted some amendments to the plan for agriculture were added and some of these came from a record of the last time they tried to get it approved. 

· In agriculture zoning you cannot have your headquarters or offices. The proposed amendments would support the ability to do that. 

· Currently Collier County is silent on renewable energy. The proposed amendments would provide the ability to do renewable energy under agriculture. Gave example of ability to do biofuels or solar panels. 
· Further clarified that the Land Development Code would have be changed and uses further defined and refined in terms of size and uses. The Comprehensive Plan is just establishing a vision.  
E.  Update on Rural Fringe Mixed Use District Restudy - Kris Van Lengen Anita Jenkins 

Mr. Van Lengen reported:

· One of the deliverables in getting to transmittal For the Rural Fringe Mixed Use District (RFMUD) is to do some scenario analysis on different density within villages. Smart growth community forum July 9th and July 10th with presentation from Joe Minicozzi with Urban3. Joe will do a 10 to 15-minute presentation in front of the board at its regular meeting on July 9th. The evening of July 9th will have Joe talking about the fiscal analysis of village growth patterns, density, form and then another nationally known smart growth expert from Dunay Plater-Zyberk firm, Galina Tachieva. She is nationally known for writing the Sprawl Repair Manual. She will also be speaking about Collier specific ideas. The following morning on July 10th there will be another presentation by Joe. Then in the afternoon the Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce and finally an event that will be advertised for NABOR as well as CBIA, co-sponsored by ULI, the County and Blue Zones.
7. Member and Citizen Comments (topics not covered)
None 
8. Next meeting date (September, 2019)
The next meeting will be held on Friday, September 6, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

There being no further business for the good of the County, the meeting was adjourned by the order of the Chair at 5:14 PM.
COLLIER COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
                        ______________________________________

                        Chairman, Nicholas Penniman, IV
These Minutes were approved by the Board/Committee on ________________, as presented _______, or as amended ________.                                
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