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Introduction, History and Perspectives on the RLSA

Collier County, January 25, 2018  
Rural Lands Stewardship Area  

program restudy kick-off meeting

• 1000 Friends of Florida reviewed Rural  
Land Stewardship Area on behalf of  
Conservancy of Southwest Florida

• Issued final report in 2014

• Reccomends 8 improvements to RLSA
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• Re-evaluate RLSA credit system

• Sustain rural and agricultural  
working lands

• Consider panther habitat in  
protection of rural agricultural  
landscapes

• Identify appropriate locations for  
new towns

Recommendations

• Address infrastructure costs

• Limit infrastructure in Big Cypress  
Area of Critical State Concern

• Incorporate Immokalee with RLSA  
planning

• Limit extensions of stewardship  
agreements to one year exemptions

“It is believed that the adoption and implementation of the Rural Lands  
Stewardship Area Overlay will not result in an increase to the total number of  
allowable dwelling units or population in the Eastern Lands area, but rather  

result in a re-allocation of the density and population allowed under the  
baseline standards (pre-Final Order conditions) from a land-consuming  

chekerboard pattern into compact, clustered development.”

–Commission’s Executive Summary from the 2002 RLSA transmittal hearing
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Panther habitat

• Sensitive land within the RLSA are  
useable for primary panther habitat and  
co-use as productive farm land

• These lands deserve greater preservation  
attention
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