MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD

North Collier Regional Park

Naples, Florida, January 18, 2017
LET IT BE REMEMBERED, the Collier County Parks and Recreation Advisory Board in and for the County of Collier, having conducted business herein, met on this date at 2:00 P.M. at North Collier Regional Park, Administrative Building, 15000 Livingston Road, Naples, Florida, with the following members present:

                                                                                                                                                                                                CHAIRMAN: 
Mr. Edward "Ski" Olesky     




Ms. Mary Bills, Advisory Board Member                                   
                          


Mr. Phil Brougham, Advisory Board Member




Ms. Rebecca Gibson-Laemel, Advisory Board Member




Mr. David Saletko, Advisory Board Member                                                                                                                           


Mr. Murdo Smith , Advisory Board Member     

ALSO PRESENT:
Mr. Barry Williams, Division Director

Ms. Jeanine McPherson, Assistant Director
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I.    
Call to Order:  Chairman Olesky

Chairman Olesky called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

II.
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation


The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Invocation was held. 


III. 
Approval of Agenda

Ms. Mary Bills entered a motion to approve the January 18, 2017 PARAB meeting 
agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. Phil Brougham.  All were in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 

IV.
Approval of December 21, 2016 Meeting Minutes


Ms. Mary Bills entered a motion to approve the 12/21/2016 meeting minutes.  Mr. Murdo 
Smith seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion carried. 
V.
Capital Projects Review


+Veterans Park pickle ball courts are now open and operational. The use of DecoTurf 
material on the courts was seen as a positive investment. Public feedback has been 
extremely positive and attendance/use has been excellent. The addition of lights at the 
Veterans Park pickle ball courts is being considered, allowing for expansion of use of the 
courts. The possibility of impact fees covering the cost of the lights will be examined. 


A feasibility study is currently being conducted to investigate the possibility of expansion 
of pickle ball courts at East Naples Community Park, which presently has 44 pickle ball 
courts. Conversations are being had with the School Board, who owns land adjacent to 
the park, regarding the possible purchase of 5-6 acres to support park expansion. 
Construction of the shade structure over the Championship venue is underway, with a 
goal of completion prior the U.S. Open in April 2017. DecoTurf will be installed on the 
remaining 9 courts post shade structure completion. 

+Big Corkscrew Island Regional Park:  The contract with Q Grady Minor is being 
finalized, with presentation to the BOCC on February 14, 2017. If the Board approves the 
contract, work will begin on the northern portion of the park. Total park cost is estimated 
at $60M, but total cost will be better determined in 2018. PARAB will weigh in on park 
design.

+Eagle Lakes Community Pool: The project is close to the bidding process, with a goal 
for construction to commence early summer 2017, and construction estimated to 
complete post one year, in 2018.



+Tiger Tail Signage:  Mr. Smith inquired as to the status of PARAB’s suggestions for 
signage to be done at Tiger Tail Beach. Due to the holidays, no further movement has 
occurred regarding this issue. 
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+Immokalee Fitness Center Renovation:  Mr. Smith inquired as to the status of this 
project.  Mr. Williams stated the BOCC had approved this project at the 01/10/2017 
meeting. The $400K fitness center renovation will commence in February 2017, with 
completion estimated in late spring/early summer. Most equipment will remain, with 
some new equipment purchases budgeted for October 2017. 
VI.
New Business


a.  Vote for Chair


Mr. Brougham entered a motion to retain Mr. Edward “Ski” Olesky as Chairman of 
PARAB.  Ms. Bills seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion carried. 


Mr. Smith nominated Mr. Brougham as Vice-Chairman of PARAB. All were in favor. Mr. 
Brougham was voted Vice-Chairman of PARAB. 

b.  North Collier Feasibility of Artificial Turf


Sports tourism feasibility studies for construction of a sports tourism venue are being 
done, with 3 land sites under consideration, as well as at East Naples.  Expansion of the 
North Collier Regional park site is also being considered, using artificial turf on 4 of 8 
fields at North Collier, thereby adding sports tourism capacity in the winter months. A 
consultant has been obtained to look at overall cost of installation and maintenance.  Mr. 
Brougham suggested the CVB (Convention and Visitors Bureau) Director, as well as a 
TDC (Tourist Development Council) executive participate in the presentation to the 
BOCC at the 02/2017 meeting. A conversation was had with regard to the use of 
alternative plant based infill as opposed to crumb rubber infill. CoolPlay is a material 
suggested for use as a means of reducing field temperatures. The idea of a new softball 
venue constructed with artificial turf is being considered in the future as well. 


Mr. Smith inquired as to whether the pickle ball courts were constructed with crumb 
rubber. Mr. Williams stated they were not. 


A request was made for Mr. Dominick Amico of Agnoli, Barber & Brundage, Inc, the 
engineering firm who compiled the feasibility report of converting the soccer fields at 
North Collier Regional Park, to attend a PARAB meeting to address questions from the 
Board.  


Mr. Williams will ask Mr. Amico to attend a PARAB meeting in the near future. 
VII.
Old Business


a.  A. Olesky Pier


The project is at 60% design. A conversation was had regarding materials (IPE wood), 
pier design, erosion control, and fishing decks, with anticipated completion of the project 
in February 2018. Issues were identified with the present design with regard to where the 
pier will begin.  PARAB will visit the pier at the February 2018 meeting. 
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VIII. 
Director Highlights - Barry Williams


+Mr. Williams recognized Parks and Recreation employee, Jake Sullivan, who was 
awarded “Supervisor of the Year” for Collier County.  Mr. Sullivan will be honored at 
the 01/24/2017 BOCC meeting.  Mr. Williams invited PARAB members to attend the 
BOCC meeting for this special recognition. 


+Cricket:  Eagle Lakes has been identified as the location for installation of the cricket 
pitch.  Bids are currently being solicited, with installation anticipated in the next several 
months.  Any potential safety issues that may arise with regard to shared field play 
between cricket and baseball will be closely monitored. Mr. Smith inquired again as to 
the address of the cricket pitch located in Sarasota, for an onsite visit. 


Mr. Williams will obtain this information and make it available to Mr. Smith. 
IX.
Additional Items - Calendar


+A 20187 PARAB meeting calendar was provided to the Advisory Board members. 
X.
Adopt A Park


+Greenway Park:  Overall very favorable impression; clean, well attended, well kept.

Suggestions for low cost, immediate enhancement of the park include:


1.  Add additional ID signs.


2.  Better signage on Golden Gate Parkway and Goodlette roads. 


Suggestions for long-term improvement of the park include:  


1.  Restrooms at the southern end of the park.  


2.  Dog watering stations.


Per Mr. Williams, additional signage is being planned for installation. Mr. Williams 
further stated that a consultant has been hired to explore an initiative called “Greenbelt”.  
South Florida Land Trust, Conservancy of South Florida, Naples Zoo, and Southwest 
Florida Community Foundation would be brought together to identify means for greater 
communication and education regarding the Greenway and the area around it, including 
Gordon River, Baker Park, and Greenway Park. The design plans for the Gordon River 
Bridge are currently at 60%, with bidding for construction to commence thereafter.

The question was asked as to whether a path would be constructed for park patrons to 
travel that would keep them off of the road at the southern end of the park. The necessity 
for additional parking there was also discussed.   Mr. Williams noted that a parcel of 
Conservancy land previously purchased at the southern portion of the park had been 
considered for development as a parking area. The acquisition of preserve land via 
property taxes is also being considered, which may also make land available for capital 
projects such as the parking area. 
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+Freedom Park:  Onsite visit was conducted 01/17/2017, with an overall favorable impression; safe, well kept, lovely memorial.

Suggestions for low cost, immediate enhancement of the park include:

1.  Repair exposed manhole cover located on the path, where asphalt has sunken in on either side.

2.  Cleaning of the signs.

3.  Remove hornet nests under the roof of the pavilions on the boardwalk. 

Park patrons suggested adding benches on the boardwalk, possibly making the park larger, and adding picnic tables. 
Suggestions for long-term improvement of the park include:  

1.  Repair of sunken pavers between Goodlette Road and the park entrance.

2.  Improve maintenance at the Butterfly Garden. 

Park patrons noted a sign which prohibits walking dogs on the boardwalk; however, this is permissible at Greenway Park. 

Mr. Williams will examine this issue to determine if dogs may be allowed on the boardwalk at Freedom Park, so as to be consistent with the policy at Greenway Park. 
+Vineyards Park: Overall impression was favorable.  The park was well attended by people of all ages. The playground, water park, and courts were all in use. 
Suggestions for low cost, immediate enhancement of the park include:

1.  Light poles and sign posts located at the park entrance, community center, and tennis courts require cleaning and painting. 
2.  Install a wind screen at the maintenance building to block the view. 
3.  Paint the concession building doors. 
4.  Clean rear doors at the community center, leading to the playground. 

5.  Repair the ceiling of the pavilion by the volleyball courts. 

6.  Clean or resurface the tennis courts. 

7.  Resurface the shuffle ball courts and basketball courts. 

8.  Pressure wash the trash cans along the walkway by the pavilions.

9.  Remove the pile of dirt at the NW side of the playground.

10.  Metal benches by the shuffle board courts and tennis courts are rusted and need repair. 

11.  Racquetball courts need to be pressure cleaned. 

12.  Fencing needs to be replaced. 

13.  The entrance sign needs to be made more visible. 

14.  Removal of the green 8 x 8 posts for the old signs at the entrance.
15.  The gondola requires repair or replacement. 
XI.
Public Comments/Board Comments

Note:  No members of the public were in attendance at the meeting. 
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+ Erosion Control Projects:  Mr. Brougham informed the Board that close to $1M had been invested in Geotube erosion control surrounding the lakes within Fiddler’s Creek community, with very satisfactory results. Mr. Brougham suggested technical questions regarding this material and its use be directed to Hole Montes, Inc., civil engineering firm.  The use of Geotube versus seawall construction to address erosion issues at Ann Olesky Pier were briefly discussed. 
+ Eagle Lakes Community Center Master Plan: Mr. Brougham expressed a concern at the lack of storage area as currently represented on the Master Plan, and suggested a crafting/all purpose use room be added to the design. 
+ February 2017 PARAB off-site meeting in Immokalee:  Ms. Gibson-Laemel requested clarification as to the location of the February 2017 PARAB meeting and suggested a site visit to the Ann Olesky Pier.  Mr. Williams suggested the Board members meet at Pepper Ranch Preserve and then move on to the Pier. Mr. Williams will provide directions to the Pepper Ranch Preserve to Board members. 
+Ms. Gibson-Laemel inquired as to the feasibility for Board members to carpool to the February 2017 PARAB meeting in Immokalee. Mr. Barry Williams reminded the Board members that the group is governed by the Florida Sunshine Laws, which stipulate that no business pertaining to the PARAB may be discussed among committee members outside of a scheduled public meeting and thus, though not prohibited, was discouraged.  However, carpooling with Parks and Recreation staff members was acceptable. 

+Chairman Olesky thanked Mr. Murdo Smith for his design of the Ann Olesky Park.

XII.
Adjournment 

There being no further business for the good of the County, the meeting was adjourned by order of the chair at 3:30 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

_______________________________

Edward “Ski” Olesky, Chairman

These minutes approved by the Board/Committee on __________ as presented, or as amended __________ .
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