
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Recommend approval of Tourist Tax Category “B” funding to support upcoming FY 2016 events under 
the Sports Event Assistance Program and make a finding that these expenditures promote tourism.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OBJECTIVE:  Review and recommend funding to support expenses for events that will bring visitors and 
media coverage to Collier County. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: The promoters of following events have submitted applications for funding assistance 
through the BCC approved Collier County Tourism Sports Event Assistance Program which was approved by 
the BCC on 3/10/15 agenda item 16F4. All Sports Grants are reimbursable if they meet the requirements as 
stated in the application. The application was reviewed by the Sports Marketing Division and the 
recommendations below are supported by the projected number of hotel room nights generated for each event 
and projected future growth of each event. 
 

Event Host 
Organization 

Date Location Room 
Nights 

Grant 
Request 

Recommended 
Grant 

HITS Triathlon 
Series - Naples 

HITS, Inc.  
 

1/9-10, 
2016 

Vanderbilt 
Beach and 

surrounding 
area 

520 $6,500.00 $6,500.00 

        
 
Total                                    $6,500.00          $6,500.00 
 
Groups that are approved for funding from the Sports Event Assistance Program are required to comply with 
the Program Guidelines as approved by the BCC. Each event sponsor is registered to do business in the state of 
Florida.  The Tourism Department Sports Marketing team will advise each group of the approved grant amount 
award with a letter outlining the authorized use of the funds for event marketing expenses and site and event 
operating costs. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Funding in the amount of $6,500.00 for support of these events and this program is 
included in the FY 16 BCC approved Tourism Department budget and marketing plan using Fund 184.   All 
expense reimbursements will be determined after the event promoters supply the Post Event Report with the 
required proof of those expenditures.  
 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT IMPACT:  There is no impact to the Growth Management Plan from this 
action.  
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS: This item has been reviewed as to form and legality and requires majority vote 
for approval. – CMG  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend approval of Category “B” Tourist Tax funding in the amount of 
$6,500.00 to support one upcoming fiscal year 16 event under the Sports Event Assistance Program and make a 
finding that these expenditures promote tourism.  
 
PREPARED BY:   Parker Medley, Sports Marketing Manager 
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SPORTS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM GUIDELINES:  
 

1. Applicants must make the project or event accessible to the public and comply with State 
and Federal regulations. 

 
2. Advertising and promotional campaigns supporting events must target markets outside of 

Collier County media such as broadcast, web and regional print and distribution. 
 

3. To be considered for reimbursement collateral materials and print and broadcast 
advertisements must identify the Collier County tourist development tax as a source of 
funding. All promotional materials should contain the verbiage “A cooperative effort funded 
by the Collier County Tourist Development Tax” and/or display the CVB logo and website 
(www.paradisecoast.com ) and the sports specific website (www.athletesinparadise.com) 
where possible including all printed materials, television ads or digital and website 
promotion. 

 
4. Use of Funds - Florida State Statutes 125.0104 section 5(A) 2 states  that Tourism funds 

must be used to promote and advertise tourism in the State of Florida and nationally and 
internationally; however, if tax revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or 
event, the activity, service, venue, or event shall have as one of its main purposes the 
attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the activity, service, venue, or event 
to tourists. 

 
5. Failure to track room nights and visitor information will affect both the current and future 

funding requests. 
 
 

6. The event must achieve at least 80% of the applicant’s projected hotel room nights to 
receive the full amount of the grant award.  If the actual hotel room nights are less than the 
estimate, but still generate some room hotel room nights, the final award payment will be 
pro-rated based on the percentage of actual hotel room nights achieved. 

 
7. In order for funds to be considered for reimbursement, the grantee must complete and 

submit the post event report including documentation of the number of hotel nights 
generated by the event. The grantee must provide proof of the eligible expenditures with 
payment records such as credit card, bank processed check records, or bank statements. 

October 26, 2015 
New Business 7-b 

2 of 9

http://www.paradisecoast.com/
http://www.athletesinparadise.com/


8. Allowable Promotional Expenses: 
a. Promotions, marketing and programming expenses to include paid 
advertising, print advertising, on- line advertising and promotions, social 
media platforms, production expenses and must target markets outside 
of Southwest Florida. 

b. Field rental fees, rental fees, permit fees, site fees (rentals, 
contracted help, insurance) sanctioning fees, rights fees directly 
related to the funded event. 

9. Non-allowable Expenses 
 

1. Administrative or general expenses. 
2. Building projects or permanent equipment expenses. 
3. Hospitality and or social events, fundraising costs / functions. 
4.  Expenses and debts not related to event. 
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