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Contractor Licensing 

Find Out Before You Lose Out! 

Are you planning to remodel your home, install a pool or pool cage, build an addition, or have mechanical, electrical, 
or plumbing work done? If yes, then you need a licensed contractor. 

Chapter 22 Article V of the Collier County Code of Laws and Ordinances and Chapter 489 of the Florida Statutes 
require that contractors be licensed. The Collier County Contractor Licensing section regulates licensed contractors, 
prosecutes unlicensed contractors, can inform you whether your potential contractor is licensed and insured, and 
will investigate any complaint you may have against a contractor.  

UNLICENSED CONTRACTOR EARLY WARNING SIGNS: 
 Contractor displays only a business tax receipt. To lawfully engage in contracting, a contractor must be 

licensed by the State of Florida or Collier County. Always ask to see the contractor’s certificate of competency 
(license) issued by the State or Collier County.  

 The contractor is only willing to work on weekends or after hours. This is often a sign that the person is an 
employee who is moonlighting without a license. Licensed contractors are full-time professionals.  

 A large down payment is requested before work begins. Payments should only be for a part of the work. To 
be licensed, contractors must demonstrate sufficient financial ability to perform the type of project for which the 
license is issued.  

 You are asked to obtain the permit (as Owner-Builder). A licensed contractor who is in good standing will 
always obtain the permit; unlicensed contractors cannot pull permits.  

 Someone other than the person or company contracting to do the work obtains the permit. A licensed 
contractor who is in good standing will always obtain the permit in their name. 

 Verbal contract only; contractor is not willing to put all terms in writing. This is always a sign of potential 
trouble.  

 The contractor does not have proof of insurance. Licensed contractors must always have general liability 
and workers’ compensation insurance in effect. Ask to see proof of insurance before contracting. 

 You are informed that the job does not require a permit or inspection. Check with your local building 
officials. Almost all projects require a permit and an inspection. For jobs requiring a permit, make sure the 
contractor asks you to sign the “Notice of Commencement”. 

 You are asked to make your check payable to an individual’s name (it should be made payable to a 
company), or you are asked to make a payment in cash or to make the check payable to cash. A licensed 
contractor will almost always have a separate business account.  

The best protection against unsafe, faulty construction work is to make sure the contractor you hire has a license 
issued by Collier County or the State of Florida. Please notify the Contractor Licensing section of any unlicensed 
contractor activity you may notice, (239) 252-2431.  
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