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2011 AUIR Collier County Planned Recreation Facilities (2017 / 2021)
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Conservation Collier — 2011 Trail List

. Cocohatchee Creek Preserve — 1,197.79 Linear Feet
1880 Veterans Park Dr.
Naples

. Gordon River Greenway Preserve — 9,365.40 Linear Feet (proposed in the
future)

. Logan Woods Preserve — 980.10 Linear Feet
831 Logan Blvd.

Naples

. Otter Mound Preserve - 1,197.79 Linear Feet
1821 Addison Ct.

Marco Island

. Pepper Ranch Preserve — 5,231

6315 Pepper Rd.

Immokalee

. Alligator Flag Preserve — 2,084 Linear Feet

. Limpkin Marsh Preserve — 4,078 Linear Feet
. Caracara Prairie Preserve — 16,582 Linear Feet
(proposed for November 2011)

Total = 40,716 Linear Feet

Total Approximately = 7.7 Miles
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PARK VISITORS 2009

FY02Ql| FY09Q2| FY09Q3| FY09Q4| FYO09YE
ELCP 25,542 19,382 25,028 19,114 89,066
ENCP 35,581 36,741 36,628 28,375 137,325
GGCC 16,787 21,732 21,085 14,602 74,206
GGCP 71,785 59,582 59,365 61,752 252,484
IMCP 25,501 37,756 32,430 19,244 114,931
IMSC 17,649 18,732 38,465 30,296| 105,142
MHCP 35,291 27,102 40,750 24,551 127,694
PBCP 20,177 21,131 13,752 16,158 71,218
VTCP 76,716 89,207 52,374 49,316 267,613
VYCP 26,166 19,338 26,387 16,397 88,288
NCRP 57,150 35,110 69,409 50,969| 212,638
NCRP Rec-Plex 46,534 47,012 41,118 39,509| 174,173
NCRP Sun N Fun Lagoon 8,389 16,054 59,741 60,951 145,135
TOTAL PARK VISITORS 463,268| 448,879 516,532| 431,234 1,859,913
PARK VISITORS 2010

FY10Ql| FY10Q2| FY10Q3| FY10Q4| FY10YE
ELCP 36,381 26,344 29,542 21,657 113,924
ENCP 34,377 35,640 32,855 31,516] 134,388
GGCC 22,225 19,591 15,017 21,733 78,566
GGCP 38,857 27,648 32,149 15,438 114,092
IMCP 23,520 24,638 23,035 19,364 90,557
IMSC 19,737 32,553 32,740 34,453] 119,483
MHCP 54,351 22,377 29,956 27,753 134,437
PBCP 23,443 28,818 15,182 13,100 80,543
VTCP 49,754 93,578 68,036 55,000 266,368
VYCP 29,740 62,501 66,820 15,282 174,343
NCRP 45,982 53,133 99,545 58,661| 257,321
NCRP Rec-Plex 43,267 51,506 42,791 41,430 178,994
NCRP Sun N Fun Lagoon 10,298 9,025 56,255 60,070 135,648
Freedom Park | newdata | 10,997 5,644 1,862 18,503
TOTAL PARK VISITORS 431,932| 498,349| 549,567 417,319|1,897,167
PARK VISITORS 2011

FY11Ql| FY11 Q2| FY11Q3| FY11 Q4| FY11YE
ELCP 33,709 39,976 35,532
ENCP 41,199 62,171 43,026
GGCC 11,929 16,709 20,534
GGCP 9,121 22,813 16,697
IMCP 29,605 37,705 42,335
IMSC 26,609 25,366 27,457
MHCP 27,025 28,975 34,457
PBCP 16,498 28,165 31,050
VTCP 81,000/ 104,002 111,001
VYCP 26,384 26,276 32,387
NCRP 52,158 83,043 85,608
Freedom Park 5,284 10,465 3,895
TOTAL PARK VISITORS 403,909| 502,950| 483,979
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FEE-BASED PROGRAM REGISTRATIONS 2009

FY 09 Q1 FY 09 Q2 FY 09 Q3 FY 09 Q4 FY 09 YE
Afterschool 222 304 80 277 883
Aquatic 38 269 590 359 1,256
Arts/Music 72 127 45 108 352
Camps 464 307 3,350 1,744 5,865
Dance 277 331 230 155 993
Educational 33 165 116 52 366
Extreme Sports 0 0 20 3 23
Fitness 49 41 33 30 153
Homeschool 19 6 0 10 35
Nature/Science 0 0 0 0 0
Preschool 21 108 25 36 190
Social 0 0 0 1 1
Special Events 140 355 2 114 611
Sports 919 1,125 729 1,392 4,165
Therapeutic Rec 36 40 64 41 181
Water Sports 44 44 2,311 2,932 5,331
Total by Type 2,334 3,222 7,595 7,254 20,405
FEE-BASED PROGRAM REGISTRATIONS 2010 :

FY 10 Q1 FY 10 Q2 FY 10 Q3 FY 10 Q4 FY 10 YE
Afterschool 182 210 14 252 658
Agquatic 41 174 452 337 1,004
Arts/Music 86 43 31 55 215
Camps 567 774 3,563 1,955 6,859
Dance 132 208 101 102 543
Educational 74 143 137 34 388
Extreme Sports 0 3 5 22 30
Fitness 61 68 20 14 163
Homeschool 28 52 11 16 107
Nature/Science 0 0 0 0
Preschool 24 55 58 138
Social 14 56 43 0 113
Special Events 156 446 8 188 798
Sports 925 1,466 739 740 3,870
Therapeutic Rec 78 40 5 0 123
Water Sports 763 330 61 69 1,223
Total by Type 3,137 4,072 4,535 3,844 15,588
FEE-BASED PROGRAM REGISTRATIONS 2011

Fy 11 Q1 FY 11 Q2 FY 11 Q3 FY 11 Q4 FY 11 YE
Afterschool 167 214 43
Aquatic 43 215 597
Arts/Music 58 104 52
Athletic Teams/Leagues 324 21 4
Camps 334 371 2,672
Dance 118 166 135
Educational 60 138 252
Extreme Sports 13 33 21
Fitness 13 70 81
Homeschool 41 95 29
Nature/Science 0 0 0
Preschool 76 65 48
Social 1 0 17
Special Events 258 500 261
Sports 716 821 648
Therapeutic Rec 42 10 10
Water Sports 32 55 108
Total by Type 2,296 2,878 4,978
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MEMBERSHIPS SOLD FY 2009

FY09Ql| FY09Q2| FY09Q3| FY09Q4| FYO09YE
ENCP (Velocity) 105 82 98 44 329
Golden Gate Aquatic and Fitness 368 716 390 128 1,602
GGCC (Wheels) 113 158 146 103 520
Immokalee Sports Complex 156 377 260 31 824
Max Hasse Community Park 95 152 136 43 426
NCRP Aquatic (Sun-N-Fun) 16 47 375 361 799
NCRP Rec Plex 667 1,078 832 457 3,034
Veterans Community Park 10 39 3 3 55
Total Memberships Sold 1,530 2,649 2,240 1,170 7,589
MEMBERSHIPS SOLD FY 2010

FY10Q1| FY10Q2| FY10Q3 | FY10Q4 | FY1DYE
ENCP (Velocity) 140 68 39 67 314
Golden Gate Aquatic and Fitness 179 423 294 151 1,047
GGCC (Wheels) 150 122 70 135 477
Immokalee Sports Complex 42 234 146 55 477
Max Hasse Community Park 59 112 81 61 313
Pelican Bay 203 219 204 0 626
NCRP Aquatic (Sun-N-Fun) 12 105 1,666 633 2,416
NCRP Rec Plex 504 822 694 685 2,705
Veterans Community Park 0 13 2 4 19
Total Memberships Sold 1,289 2,118 3,196 1,791 8,394
MEMBERSHIPS SOLD FY 2011

FY11Ql| FY11Q2| FY11Q3| FY11 Q4| FY1lYE
ENCP (Velocity) 89 63 39
Golden Gate Aquatic and Fitness 246 381 315
GGCC (Wheels) 135 137 97
Immokalee Sports Complex 136 197 239
Max Hasse Community Park 75 129 104
NCRP Aquatic (Sun-N-Fun) 24 408 1,398
NCRP Rec Plex 595 834 884
Veterans Community Park 7 22|  closed
Total Memberships Sold 1,307 2,171 3,076
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FEE-BASED FACILITY RENTALS 2009

FYooQl| FY09Q2| FY09Q3| FY09Q4| FYO9YE
Barefoot Beach 15 5 8 6 34
Bayview Park 0 0 0 0 0
Caxambas Park 0 0 0 0 0
Clam Pass 5 1 3 4 13
Cocohatchee River Park 10 34 45 40 129
Corkscrew Middle/Elem School 96 94 72 1 263
Cypress Palm Middle School 0 0 0 0 0
Eagle Lake Community Park 209 318 91 68 686
East Naples Community Park 204 240 337 116 897
East Naples Middle School 0 0 0 0 0
Golden Gate Aquatic & Fitness 47 62 60 53 222
Golden Gate Community Center 216 185 148 64 613
Golden Gate Community Park 62 33 30 16 141
Golden Gate Middle School 0 0 0 0 0
Gulf Coast Community Park 0 44 75 0 119
Gulf Coast High School 0 0 0 0 0
Immokalee Airport Park 15 14 11 38 78
Immokalee Community Park 113 186 141 108 548
Immokalee High School 0 0 0 0 0
Immokalee South Park 0 0 0 0 0
Immokalee Sport Complex 22 29 13 5 69
Max Hasse Community Park 239 291 227 81 838
NCRP Aquatic 3 0 15 2 20
NCRP Exhibit Hall 87 37 54 93 271
NCRP Rec Plex 7 1 3 7 18
NCRP Soccer 3 5 12 8 28
NCRP Softball 0 0 9 3 12
Starcher Pettey 0 50 40 0 20
Osceola Elem School 74 95 80 16 265
Pelican Bay Community Park 3 14 24 28 69
Sabal Palm Elementary 82 83 63 0 228
Sugden Regional Park 53 61 77 21 212
Tigertail 1 1 0 0 2
Vanderbilt Beach 2 1 2 0 5
Veterans Community Park 304 574 354 186 1,418
Vineyards Community Park 521 448 415 129 1,513
Total Facility Rentals 2,393 2,906 2,409 1,093 8,801
FEE-BASED FACILITY RENTALS 2010

FY10Q1 |[FY10Q2 |FY10Q3 |FY10Q4 |FY10YE

Barefoot Beach 8 7 13 2 30
Bayview Park 0 0 0 0 0
Caxambas Park 0 0 0 0 0
Clam Pass 1 6 7 2 16
Cocohatchee River Park 43 9 3 3 58
Corkscrew Middle & Elem School 109 100 34 77 320
Cypress Palm Middle School 0 0 0 0 0
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Eagle Lakes Community Park 211 122 125 26 484
East Naples Community Park 252 360 220 137 969
East Naples Middle School 0 0 0 0 0
Freedom Park 1 0 1 0 2
Golden Gate Aquatic and Fitness 66 60 111 84 321
Golden Gate Community Center 145 138 92 162 537
Golden Gate Communuity Park 56 64 0 32 152
Golden Gate Middle School 0 0 0 0 0
Gulf Coast Community Park 0 99 89 3 191
Gulf Coast High School 0 0 0 0 0
Immokalee Airport Park 12 10 9 7 38
Immokalee Community Park 188 259 157 113 717
Immokalee High School 0 0 0 0 0
Immokalee South Park 0 0 0 12 12
Immokalee Sports Complex 45 58 14 22 139
Max Hasse Community Park 229 285 175 75 764
NCRP Aquatic 4 0 12 3 19
NCRP Exhibit Hall 85 42 36 91 254
NCRP Rec Plex 6 410 44 39 129
NCRP Soccer 14 15 30 10 69
NCRP Softball 8 29 4 3 44
Starcher Pettey 0 1 6 30 37
Osceola Elementary School 88 27 0 18 133
Pelican Bay Community Park 14 24 47 15 100
Sabal Palm Elementary 28 93 40 63 224
Sugden Regional Park 50 38 67 29 184
Tigertail 0 0 21 2 23
Vanderbilt Beach 1 1 3 1 6
Veterans Community Park 367 483 380 278 1,508
Vineyards Community Park 493 572 531 145 1,741
Total Facility Rentals 2,524 2,942 2,271 1,484 9,221
FEE-BASED FACILITY RENTALS 2011

Fr11Ql| FY11Q2| FY11Q3| FY11Q4| FY11YE
Barefoot Beach 9 7 6
Bayview Park 0 0 0
Caxambas Park 0 0 0
Clam Pass 6 5 3
Cocohatchee River Park 7 9 3
Corkscrew Middle & Elem School 200 229 93
Cypress Palm Middle School 0 0 0
Eagle Lakes Community Park 75 88 74
East Naples Community Park 78 310 49
East Naples Middle School 0 0 0
Freedom Park 0 0 0
Golden Gate Aquatic and Fitness 59 87 76
Golden Gate Community Center 150 195 144
Golden Gate Communuity Park 16 36 20
Golden Gate Middle School 0 0 0
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Goodland Boat Park 0 1 0
Gulf Coast Community Park 0 0 0
Gulf Coast High School 0 0 0
Immokalee Airport Park 7 17 5
immokalee Community Park 125 177 74
Immokalee High School 0 0 0
Immokalee South Park 36 0 0
Immokalee Sports Complex 38 48 12
Max Hasse Community Park 191 268 158
NCRP Aquatic 1 17 14
NCRP Exhibit Hall 23 49 11
NCRP Rec Plex 27 24 8
NCRP Soccer 37 36 4
NCRP Softball 14 35 9
Starcher Pettey 32 2 1
Osceola Elementary School 149 119 2
Palmetto Elementary 43 72 22
Pelican Bay Community Park 7 29 1
Sabal Palm Elementary 167 217 60
Sugden Regional Park 50 100 49
Tigertail 0 1 2
Tony Rosbourgh 3 0 0
Vanderbilt Beach 12 2 0
Veterans Community Park 364 561 272
Vineyards Community Park 251 301 219
Total Facility Rentals 2,177 3,042 1,391
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BEACH USERS FY 09

FY09Ql| FY09 Q2| FY09Q3| FY09 Q4 FY 09 YE
BAREFOOT ACCESS 7,411 16,226 13,426 7,392 44,455
BAREFOOT PRESERVE 39,381 91,119 63,787 39,058 233,345
CLAM PASS 14,364 51,702 34,168 17,860 118,094
N GULF SHORE 4,305 4,195 4,316 3,031 15,847
SO MARCO 10,108 17,696 16,077 14,312 58,193
SUGDEN 15,112 19,096 23,009 17,870 75,087
TIGERTAIL 21,139 48,452 30,600 16,418 116,609
VANDERBILT 54,9791 101,071 105,446 74,966 336,462
TOTAL BEACH USERS 166,799| 349,557 290,829| 190,907 998,092
BEACH USERS FY 10

FY10Ql1l| FY10Q2| FY10Q3| FY10Q4 FY 10 YE
BAREFOOT ACCESS 6,753 9,886 14,777 7,659 39,075
BAREFOOT PRESERVE 40,874 66,914 61,157 36,667 205,612
CLAM PASS 16,668 38,339 28,769 20,628 104,404
N GULF SHORE 2,328 3,972 6,549 3,413 16,262
SO MARCO 11,240 12,617 16,289 15,329 55,475
SUGDEN 17,955 26,463 25,752 26,367 96,537
TIGERTAIL 18,581 37,330 26,801 15,183 97,895
VANDERBILT 75,213 70,300 100,788 64,411 310,712
Walkers/Bike Visitors new data | 8,865 9,180 126,095 144,140
TOTAL BEACH USERS 189,612 274,686| 290,062 315,752| 1,070,112
BEACH USERS FY 11

FY11Ql| FY11 Q2| FY11 Q3| FY11Q4 FY 11 YE
BAREFOOT ACCESS 8,516 17,683 28,416
BAREFOOT PRESERVE 41,126 99,845 71,954
CLAM PASS 18,593 54,696 43,109
CONNER PARK newdata 5,006 4,325
N GULF SHORE 3,965 4,865 7,343
SO MARCO 11,362 21,230 20,703
SUGDEN 19,263 43,543 35,540
TIGERTAIL 12,785 44,026 29,714
VANDERBILT 65,0441 105,962| 101,369
Walkers/Bike Visitors 12,148 25,977 40,179
TOTAL BEACH USERS 192,802| 422,833| 382,652
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BOAT LAUNCH USERS 2009

FY09Q1| FY09Q2| FY09Q3| FY09Q4| FYO09YE
BAYVIEW 7,642 8,765 6,040 4,902| 27,349
CAXAMBAS 9,858] 17,086] 12,776] 10,183] 49,883
COCO 6,164 8,325 8,971 3,702 27,162
SR 951 3,840 5,121 6,084 2,416] 17,461
LAKE TRAFFORD 1,864 1,511 1,763 1,925 7,063
PORT OF THE ISLANDS  newdata 840 601 1,435 2,876
TOTAL BOAT LAUNCHES 29,368 41,628 36,235] 24,563 131,794
BOAT LAUNCH USERS 2010

Fy10Q1i| Fr10Q2| Fr10aQ3| Fr1004| Fyiove
BAYVIEW 5,425 2,693 4,790 3,939| 16,847
CAXAMBAS 10,310/ 13,231] 14,186 9,074| 46,801
COCO 2,959 1,800 10,123 8,505| 23,387
SR 951 257 2,354 7,735 4,983 15,329
LAKE TRAFFORD 866 654 1,219 867 3,606
PORT OF THE ISLANDS 2,921 1,842 3,134 1,010 8,907
TOTAL BOAT LAUNCHES 22,738 22,574| 41,187] 28,378| 114,877
BOAT LAUNCH USERS 2010

Fy11Q1| Fr11Q2| Fr11Q3| Fr1104[ FY11ve
BAYVIEW 746 3,932 7,853
CAXAMBAS 8,765  16,688] 10,904
COCO 7,757 9,843 11,042
GOODLAND BOAT PARK 5,730 6,581 4,500
SR 951 4,747 6,804 8,328
LAKE TRAFFORD 923 2,112 1,179
PORT OF THE ISLANDS 1,723 2,297 1,205
TOTAL BOAT LAUNCHES 30,391| 48,257 45,011
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RANGER INFORMATION 2009

FY09Ql| FY09Q2| FY09Q3| FY09Q4| FYO09YE
PARK SITES VISITED 5,267 5,698 5,294 4,259 20,518
PERSONAL CONTACTS 17,370 21,382 20,156 13,972 72,880
INTERPRETIVE PROJECTS 59 92 75 53 279
INTERPRETIVE PARTICIPANTS 391 990 1,132 451 2,964
VERBAL WARNINGS 1,412 1,736 1,808 1,156 6,112
WRITTEN WARNINGS 35 60 78 51 224
PARKING CITATIONS 620 773 555 449 2,397
COURT APPEARANCES 9 10 11 8 38
ORIDNANCE CITATIONS 36 60 7 13 116
RANGER BIKE HOURS 40 45 38 37 159
EXOTIC REMOVAL 51 7 14 15 87
RANGER INFORMATION 2010

FY10Ql| FY10Q2| FY10Q3| FY10Q4| FY10YE
PARK SITES VISITED 3,770 4,881 5,904 6,113 20,668
PERSONAL CONTACTS 11,789 18,585 22,361 18,565 71,300
INTERPRETIVE PROJECTS 44 87 41 31 203
INTERPRETIVE PARTICIPANTS 375 906 271 490 2,042
VERBAL WARNINGS 771 1,653 2,621 1,732 6,777
WRITTEN WARNINGS 25 113 183 95 416
PARKING CITATIONS 357 536 439 268 1,600
COURT APPEARANCES 3 2 8 3 16
ORIDNANCE CITATIONS 16 17 10 8 51
RANGER BIKE HOURS 29 29 26 22 105
EXOTIC REMOVAL 14 13 10 9 46
WILDLIFE RESCUES 0 0 4 5 9
RANGER INFORMATION 2011

FY11Ql| FY11Q2| FY11Q3| FY11Q4| FY11YE
PARK SITES VISITED 6,166 6,569 6,289
PERSONAL CONTACTS 16,634 24,869 21,860
INTERPRETIVE PROJECTS 27 87 50
INTERPRETIVE PARTICIPANTS 470 1,591 1,149
VERBAL WARNINGS 1,402 1,862 2,490
WRITTEN WARNINGS 113 203 117
PARKING CITATIONS 362 463 480
COURT APPEARANCES 2 4 5
ORIDNANCE CITATIONS 13 8 6
RANGER BIKE HOURS 18 62 68
EXOTIC REMOVAL 20 4 18
WILDLIFE RESCUES 6 4 4
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BEACH PARKING PERMITS RESIDENT ISSUED 2009

FYooQl| FY09Q2| FY09Q3| FY09 Q4| FYO9YE
CAXAMBAS 1,863 217 69 50 2,199
ENCP 5,945 4,970 2,957 2,072 15,944
GGCC 4,288 3,895 3,470 2,706 14,359
IMCP 0 31 26 19 76
MHCP 335 506 858 590 2,289
VTCP 7,579 6,351 4,053 2,800 20,783
VYCP 2,156 1,956 1,294 900 6,306
NCRP 849 743 739 474 2,805
MARCO LIBRARY 7,476 7,821 3,045 2,865 21,207
TIGERTAIL 2,622 1,630 1,019 797 6,068
GOVERNMENT CENTER new data 586 417 289 1,292
TOTAL 33,113 28,706 17,947 13,562 93,328
BEACH PARKING PERMITS RESIDENT ISSUED 2010

FY10Ql| FY10Q2| FY10Q3| FY10Q4| FY10YE
CAXAMBAS 112 759 615 404 1,890
ENCP 3,956 5,110 5,141 2,551 16,758
GGCC 3,563 3,098 3,674 2,070 12,405
IMCP 8 20 31 29 88
MHCP 311 451 921 706 2,389
VTCP 5,101 5,033 5,050 2,951 18,135
VYCP 1,810 1,704 1,643 571 5,728
NCRP 730 858 698 490 2,776
GOVERNMENT CENTER 3,650 3,759 4,033 2,898 14,340
BLDG F 1,424 1,232 1,073 745 4,474
FREEDOM PARK new data 64 231 0 295
CENTRAL AVE LIBRARY | __new data ' 453 2,102 2,555
MARCO LIBRARY 824 593 778 183 2,378
TOTAL 21,489 22,681 24,341 15,700 84,211
BEACH PARKING PERMITS RESIDENT ISSUED 2011

FY11 Q1| FY11Q2| FY11 Q3| FY11Q4| FY11lYE
CAXAMBAS 727 1,034 485
ENCP 3,397 4,420 3,538
GGCC 3,814 2,063 5,001
IMCP 13 17 41
MHCP 387 502 945
VTCP 5,250 6,655 4,753
VYCP 1,451 1,653 1,857
NCRP 704 823 746
GOVERNMENT CENTER 4,885 4,185 4,751
BLDG F 1,468 1,434 1,136
FREEDOM PARK 51 277 337
CENTRAL AVE LIBRARY 2,210 2,103 3,231
MARCO LIBRARY 865 360 837
TOTAL 25,222 25,526 27,658
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Athletic Field Use Capacity

Smorts Turd Moamasers Association — Click here for Tull articie

Grady L. Miller, Ph.D., Environmental Horticulture Department, Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida

Field Conditions Hours Per Year

Sustain good conditions 200 hours or less

Fair to good conditions some thinning turf and | 400 to 600 hours
localized wear areas

Significant turf loss field surface damage Over 800 hours
increased potential for athletic injury

Use

The question still has not been answered regarding how much use a field can handle. This question
is best answered using actual data on field use from previous years. This requires some careful
documentation of games, practices, and other events. As the demand for fields increases, it seems
that more entities are starting to track field use. Probably the easiest data to track is the number of
hours the fields are used during the year.

Using data from a number of fields located around the state of Florida, and talking with turf managers
and municipality supervisors, | have made a few general estimates related to field use (Table 1).
These educated predictions are for football and soccer fields that are used nearly year round.
Baseball and softball should be evaluated differently since so much of the game is played on a clay
infield. The estimates assume the field is surfaced with a quality bermudagrass and begins the year
with good coverage. The values relate to well-constructed fields that receive at least moderate
maintenance and are used under reascnable conditions. The reality is that it only takes one extremely
wet game to destroy a field. The values are based on all the events that occur on the field, inciuding
practices. Practices can also cause appreciable damage due to their repetitive nature in particular
areas of a field, so they must also be put into the equation.

The number of events a field can handle will ultimately depend upon field construction, weather
conditions during the season (especially just before and during games), maintenance practices,
recuperative periods, and the time of the year.



To maximize field conditions,
1. Make every effort to begin the sporting season with 100 percent turf coverage.
2. Adjust maintenance practices to address the condition of the fields.

3. Schedule recuperative times during the season, realizing that non-overseeded bermudagrass fields
will not recuperate very quickly in the late fall or winter months.

4. Overseed if you expect excessive wear during cooler months that are not conducive for
bermudagrass growth. The need and timing for overseeding also depends on your location. Below
Orlando, overseeding is typically not necessary.

Obviously, the more traffic you put on the field, the faster the turf declines. Also, particular sports
cause more severe damage in localized areas on the field. Football tends to cause extreme wear
between the hash marks. Soccer wears the quickest in the middle of the field, in front of the goal
mouths, along the sidelines {due to linesmen) and the corner kick areas. Any repetitive action on the
same area of the field accelerates wear. That is why practices and warm-up drills are often more
damaging than games. But it is not just the athletes on the field that can cause wear problems. A
marching band is extremely hard on a field because they tend to march along the same lines all the
time, both during a game and in practice. Cheerleaders and pep squads during games may also
result in turf damage due to heavy use in a confined area.

You can get some reduction in traffic damage by doing the following:
1. Restrict use when soil is very wet

2. Restrict use when soil is very dry and turf is wilted

3. Always have coaches rotate heavy play areas during practices

4. If possible move soccer field sidelines of field during the year

5. On game fields, restrict all practices to a minimum

6. Restrict field use when grass is dormant

7. Do not allow unofficial play

8. Use tarps (covers) on bench areas to reduce severe wear by coaches and team members, and on
sideline areas used by the cheerleaders

Conclusion

In most cases you will need to educate field users. Most do not understand the damage that they can cause.
While it may be obvious to you that the field is too wet for play, it is not obvious to most field users. Close
fields when 1t is necessary. If you are not allowed to close the fields, at least make the decision makers aware of
the potential short- and long-term damage that may result from field use given the situation. Unfortunately,
some fields are scheduled the same as basketball courts or hard-surface tennis courts, without consideration of
wearability of the turf surface. The field manager is in the best position to decide how much is too much.
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