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Presentation Topics:

• CHNEP What, Where & Why

• Punta Gorda & Water What & Where

• Fertilizer Ordinance What, Where & Why

• Fertilizer Ordinance Successes



CHNEP What & Where

• 1 of 28 NEPs 

• Designated in 1995

• Partnership of Organizations



• CHNEP include 8 Sub Basins

• Punta Gorda is in Peace River & Charlotte Harbor



4 Priority Problems

• Hydrologic Alterations 

(Water Flows)

• Water Quality 

Degradation

• Fish and Wildlife 

Habitat Loss

• Stewardship Gaps

• CHNEP Guided by Our CCMP
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Punta Gorda & Water What & Where



• Dynamic Fresh & Estuary Water Mixing

<0.5 0.5 to 5 5 to 18 18 to 32 > 32

Source: Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center Watershed Resource Center
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Salinity in Parts Per Thousand



• Water Quality -

Chlorophyll 

Impairments



• Water Quality –

Dissolved Oxygen 

Impairments



Fertilizer Ordinance What, Where & Why

• Adopted by SWFRPC March 2007

Endorsed by CHNEP May 2007



• Counties & Cities with Urban Fertilizer Ordinances 

in CHNEP Coastal Areas 

Jurisdiction Effective Date

Sanibel 3/6/2007

Sarasota County 8/27/2007

Venice 10/15/2007

North Port 11/26/2007

Lee County 5/13/2008

Charlotte County 5/18/2008

Fort Myers 11/17/2008

Bonita Springs 11/19/2008

Fort Myers Beach 12/18/2008

Cape Coral 11/29/2010

Punta Gorda Adaptation Plan- 11/19/2009



• Counties & Cities with Urban Fertilizer Ordinances 

in CHNEP Coastal Areas 



• Fertilizer BMPs Also Implemented on Rural Lands 



• Fertilizer & Water Quality Relationships are Complex 



• Fertilizer Ordinance Values 

• Cost Saving to Homeowners 

• Cost Savings to Prevent Pollutants vs. Remove

• Better Lawns & Yards

• Improves Property Values

• Reduces Energy Use & Costs

• Improves Water Quality

• Improves Fishing

• Better for Humans, Pets & Wildlife



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer Ordinance

• Fertilizer Ordinance Successes - Venice



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer Ordinance



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer Ordinance



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer Ordinance



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer Ordinance



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer Ordinance



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer Ordinance



Effective Date of Venice 

Urban Fertilizer 

Ordinance



• Charlotte County Fertilizer Ordinance 



• Punta Gorda Fertilizer Management  

• 2007 Considered Ordinance but Opted for Education

• 2009 Included in Climate Change Adaptation Plan



Questions?

Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program
Director: Lisa B. Beever, PhD, AICP

Deputy Director: Liz Donley, Esq.

Communications Manager: Maran Hilgendorf

Program Scientist: Judy Ott, MS

1926 Victoria Ave, Fort Myers FL 33901-3414

239/338-2556, Toll free 866/835-5785

chnep@swfrpc.org   www.CHNEP.org


