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His son, Frank, received a high
school education in St. Joseph, MO and
began his career in the engineering firm of
a Chicago railroad company. He was soon
promoted to management and transferred
around Missouri to run various railroad
operations. He came to Miami in 1907
with a sick wife and small child, on
doctor’s orders to find a warmer climate.
Arriving in Miami with just a few dollars in
his pocket, family members recall that he
fished in the Miami River to feed his
family.

Frank began working for Henry
Flagler as a surveyor with the Florida East
Coast Extension Railroad. In June 1910,
he started working with Frederick Morse,
agent for the Florida East Coast Railroad.
Upon Mr. Morse’s death in 1920, Frank
Pepper and a partner, B.S. Potter,
assumed control of the business. Pepper
& Potter
conducted  their
own general real
estate  business
and also
represented the
interests of Henry
Flagler and other
large corporations
of the day. During
his working life,

Mr. Pepper| Fankpepper-1950's

managed to
acquire significant land holdings.

Joyce Pepper Hearn, Frank’s
daughter, recalls that her mother would
tell how her wedding ring was more often
off than on, as Frank pawned it for capital

Frank on fiddle, Jim on guitar and
Joyce at the piano - Late 1950’s

to make his land deals. When the profit was
made, the ring returned to her hand. Frank
Pepper was also one of the founders and
owners of the Royal Palm Club and along with
others had started the Gulfstream Racetrack,
both in Miami.

Frank Pepper acquired the Pepper
Ranch property in 1926 as collateral on an
unpaid debt. At the time he acquired it, there
was an existing fishing camp on the shore of
Lake Trafford. Frank’s brother Jim and Jim’s
wife Jesse operated the fishing camp until
the 1950’s when Jim died. Jesse cooked the
fishermen’s catches along with biscuits and
pies and became known for her good
cooking. Word got around and soon the
whole town was coming out to the camp for
Sunday dinner! Jim Pepper was also a
Baptist Minister. He founded the 1st Baptist
Church in Immokalee, now located at the
Immokalee Pioneer Museum at the Roberts
Ranch, a Collier County Museum facility.

Frank’s family remained in Miami, but
came to the ranch every several weeks to
escape city life. The family built a small pier
onto the lake south of the current lodge, with
a cabin at the end where they could relax and
fish. Hurricane Donna destroyed the pier and

cabin in 1960. The photo above shows the
family enjoying an afternoon of music in
Jim’s cabin.

In the early 1930’s Lake Trafford
was a clear, sandy bottom lake filled with
bass and brim. Covering 1,600 acres, it is
today the largest freshwater lake south of
Lake Okeechobee and serves as the
headwaters for the Corkscrew Marsh
complex. Based on emerging archeological
records, humans have lived and fished at
Lake Trafford for thousands of years. There
are several known Native-American
“mounds” in the area and ancient canoes
and other artifacts have recently come to
light in and around the lake. The photo
below is of Joyce Pepper Hearn in the
1950’s, with her own catch of bigmouth
black bass.

Joyce Pepper Hearn —1950’s

Joyce Pepper in a corn field — 1940’s

In the mid 1940’s Frank Pepper
donated 10 acres of land to Collier County
to be made into a park. The wrong 10
acres was mistakenly surveyed, and today
Lake Trafford Marina and Anne Olesky
Park sit on the wrongly surveyed site.

In the early days, the Pepper family
rode by auto over from Miami via the
Tamiami Trail, stopping to shoot gar fish in
the canals along the way. Stopping in
Everglades City, they would buy ice, strap it
to the bumper and bring it to the cabin to
preserve foods. Arriving on the old clay
Immokalee Road, ice dripping, they would
have to dodge the hogs and sleeping dogs
to get to the ranch. In rainy season, they
often got stuck in the ruts.

Frank Pepper was well known
locally as a community leader and
personality. He would often be called upon
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