
If you have any questions or wish to meet with staff, 
please contact,  

Rey Torres Fuentes at (239) 252-5727 

Collier County Water & Wastewater 
Authority

Growth Management Community Development 
Operations & Regulatory Management Division 

 
 
 

Monday, August 5, 2024
3:00 pm 

2800 N. Horseshoe Dr. 
Naples, FL 34104 

Growth Management  
Community Development Department 

Conference Room 609/610 



For more information, please contact Rey Torres Fuentes at (239) 252-5727 
or at Rey.TorresFuentes@colliercountyfl.gov 

Collier County Water & Wastewater Authority 
Agenda 

Monday, August 5, 2024 
3:00 pm 

2800 N. Horseshoe Dr., Naples, FL 34104  
Growth Management Community Development, Conference Rooms 609/610 

NOTICE: 

All persons wishing to speak on any agenda item must register prior to speaking.  Requests to address the 
Authority on subjects, which are not on this agenda, must be submitted in writing with an explanation to 
the Executive Director, Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority, GMCD/Office of Operations and 
Regulatory Management, 2800 Horseshoe Drive North, Naples Florida 34104, at least ten (10) days in prior 
to the date of the meeting and will be heard under “Open to the Public.”  Any person who decides to appeal 
a decision of this Authority will need a record of proceedings pertaining thereto, and therefore may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based.  All registered public speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes 
unless permission for additional time is granted by the Chairman. 

Authority Members: 
Eloy Ricardo, Chairman 

Patricia Sherry, Vice Chairman 
Bryant Collins 

Eugene Wordehoff 
Don Munksgaard 

Legal Counsel:  
Derek D. Perry,  

Assistant County Attorney 

Executive Director: 
Michael Stark, 

Director - Operations & Regulatory Management, GMCD 

Staff Liaison: 
Rey Torres Fuentes, 

Operations Support Specialist I, GMCD 
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For more information, please contact Rey Torres Fuentes at (239) 252-5727 
or at Rey.TorresFuentes@colliercountyfl.gov 

A G E N D A 

I. Call to Order (Determination of Quorum) and Roll Call

a. Welcome New Member – Don Munksgaard – District 1

II. Approval of Agenda – Meeting of August 5, 2024

III. Approval of Minutes – Meeting of February 29, 2024

IV. Items Requiring Action by Authority

a. Final Order 2024-03 - Ave Maria Utility Company,
Addition of Multi-family Service Rate Classification Page 9 

b. Final Order 2024-04 – Ave Maria Utility Company,
Revision of Water and Wastewater Customer Deposits Page 27 

c. Final Order 2024-05 – Ave Maria Utility Company,
2024 Price Index and Pass-Through Page 41 

V. Staff Discussion

a. AMUC – Annual Report Update

VI. Open to the Public

VII. Authority Members Discussion

VIII. Adjourn
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 1 

 
MINUTES OF THE COLLIER COUNTY  

WATER & WASTEWATER AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

Naples, Florida 
February 29, 2024 

 
 

LET IT BE REMEMBERED, the Collier County Water & Wastewater Authority 
in and for the County of Collier, having conducted business herein, met on this 
date at 2 P.M. in REGULAR SESSION at the Collier County Growth 
Management Department Building, Conference Room 609/610, 2800 Horseshoe 
Drive N., Naples, Florida, with the following members present: 
 
 
                                               CHAIRMAN:     Eloy Ricardo 
                                         VICE-CHAIR:      Patricia Sherry (excused) 
                                                                            Bryant Collins 

    Eugene Wordehoff  
Vacant Position 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ALSO PRESENT:   Michael Stark, Director, Ops & Regulatory Management 
Derek Perry, Assistant County Attorney 
Julie Chardon, Ops Support Specialist II, GMCD 
Monica Leon, Budget Analyst II, GMCD 
Rey Torres Fuentes, Staff Liaison, GMCD 
Kevin Summers, Mgr., Tech Systems Ops, GMCD 
Alexandra Casanova, Management Analyst, GMCD 
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Any persons in need of the verbatim record of the meeting may request a copy of the 
audio recording from the Collier County Growth Management Department. 
 

I. Call to Order (Determination of Quorum) and Roll Call 
Mr. Stark called the meeting to order at 2 p.m. Roll call was taken and a quorum of three 
was established. 
 

A. Annual Election of Officers 
Mr. Stark told the Authority: 

• As part of Ordinance 96-6 of the Collier County Water & Wastewater Utilities 
Regulation Ordinance, Section 1.3, Collier County Water & Wastewater 
Utilities, the powers and the duties, the members of the authority shall select a 
chairman and a vice chairman, and such other officers as is deemed desirable by 
the authority. 

• Each officer should generally be appointed to a term of at least one year, and 
each officer may be reappointed to his or her same office, but no member shall 
serve in the same office for more than three consecutive years. 

• No member may be appointed to an office that extends beyond his or her 
remaining appointment to the authority.  

 
Mr. Collins nominated Eloy Ricardo to serve another term as chairman. Second by 
Mr. Wordehoff. The motion passed unanimously, 3-0. 

 
Mr. Collins nominated Patricia Sherry to serve another term as vice chair. Second by 
Chairman Ricardo. The motion passed unanimously, 3-0. 

 
II. Approval of Agenda – Meeting of February 29, 2024 

No changes 
 

III. Approval of Minutes – Meeting of September 18, 2023 
Mr. Wordehoff moved to approve the September 18, 2023, meeting minutes. Second by 
Chairman Ricardo. The motion passed unanimously, 3-0. 
 

IV. Items Requiring Action by the Authority 
A. Final Order 2024-1 – Annual Price Index 

Mr. Stark told the Authority: 
• Under Ordinance 96-6, Collier County’s Water & Wastewater Utilities 

Regulation Ordinance, Section 1-6, Rates, Rate Indexing, and Section 1, on or 
before May 15th of each calendar year, the authority shall adopt a price index for 
water and wastewater utilities, which price index shall be equivalent to the price 
index established annually by the Florida Public Service Commission. 

• The index shall be the price index used for all franchise utilities until the 
authority authorizes a change. 

• This year, 2024, the price index is 3.24%. This is controlled by the Florida 
Public Service Commission. 
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• Each utility has been notified by mail about the change to 3.24%, and in the 
upcoming months, if the utilities decide to, they may increase their rates up to 
3.24%, which we would then bring to the authority for approval. 

 
Mr. Wordehoff moved to approve the Final Order 2024-1–Annual Price Index. Second 
by Chairman Ricardo. The motion passed unanimously, 3-0. 
 

V. Staff Discussion 
Mr. Stark told the Authority: 
• Under Section 1-14, the Annual Financial Reporting Requirement, Section A, each 

utility shall annually within 120 days of the close of the fiscal year file with the 
authority a financial report of its operation in Collier County during the fiscal year. 
This is page 29 of the ordinance. 

• The due date is Tuesday, April 30, 2024. 
• At our next scheduled meeting, we will bring the results of our review after we 

receive the report.  
• There is an extension written into the ordinance and they need to respond in writing 

or by email to let us know if they need a further extension. 
 

VI. Open to Public 
(No public comment) 
 

VII. Authority Members Discussion 
Mr. Stark asked if there were any questions. 
 
Mr. Wordehoff asked about the historical genesis of this authority. We oversee Ave 
Maria, one facility. What’s the logic or the rationale for it just being one facility when 
there are a number of facilities here in the county? 
Attorney Perry said the Water Wastewater Authority used to oversee a number of 
different utilities but as time has gone on, they’ve shrunk down and we just have Ave 
Maria. All the other water servicing providers in the county are granted that authority by 
the state legislature, meaning they’re special districts tied to municipalities.  
 
Mr. Wordehoff asked why Ave Maria is different. 
Attorney Perry said it doesn’t have a special grant from the state legislature to operate. 
Its grant comes from this authority, so in time, he and staff anticipate that at some point, 
maybe 20, 50 or 100 years, they may move to become a special district authorized by the 
legislature. If that happens, then we would have no more districts, unless others pop up 
and start. 
 
Mr. Wordehoff asked what mechanism would trigger that action. 
Mr. Stark responded: 

• Communication through the state Florida Public Service Commission. 
• Staff also monitors meetings happening at the state and federal level and we’re 

also in communication with Public Utilities, where Dr. George Yilmaz oversees 
water and wastewater for Collier County.  

• We have a lot of discussions with peers and many meetings are happening.  
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VHI.

February 29,2024

o lfthere's a utility happening that would check certain boxes, such as Orange Tree
previously did, that would lead to that utility coming under our purview.

o We researched how far back this went, with 96-6 going back as far as it does, but
it seems like there's more consolidation happening for public health and safety.

Atomey Perr! told lhe Authotity:
o Ave Maria is a large utility and it's much bigger than a subdivision.
o When we think of utilities, it's traditionally something smaller.
o There may be another development in eastern Collier County that needs to have

its own infrastructure.
o What we saw most recently when we did The Villages, our Sewer District agreed

to head out there and handle that, but there was a real possibility of either
establishing a new water authority under this authority or going to the state and
genin8 a spec ial district.

Adjourn
Mr. Collins made a motion to adjourn lhe meeting. Second by Mr. lYordeholf, The
motion passed unanimously, 3-0.

There being no further business for the good of the County, the meeting was
adjourned by the order of the chairman at 2: I I p.m.

COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND WASTEWATER
AUTHORITY

Elol' Ricardo, Chairman

ulI::】『 li見:roved by thc Autho■
■y on」2ら∠≦L∠ヱ12髪Ξち/.as prcscntcd
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Growth Management Community Development  Operations & Regulatory Management Division 

2800 Horseshoe Drive  Naples, Florida 34104  (239) 252-2400  www.CollierCountyFL.gov 

 

TO:  Chairman, Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority 

FROM: Michael Stark, Director, Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority and 
Director of Operations & Regulatory Management, Growth Management 
Department 

 
SUBJECT: Authority Agenda Item - Final Order No. 2024-03 

 
DATE: May 8, 2024 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  To have the Authority approve Final Order No. 2024-03, establishing 
a multi-family service rate classification without change to current tariff rates for Ave Maria Utility 
Company, LLLP 

REQUESTED APPROVAL:  Request the Authority review the attached proposed Multi-family 
Service Rate Schedule (MF), Original Sheet 14.50, Index of Rates and Charges Schedules, First 
Revised Sheet No. 12.00, for Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP Water Tariffs, and Index of Rates 
and Charges Schedules, First Revised Sheet No. 11.00, Multi-family Service Rate Schedule (MF), 
Original Sheet 13.50 for Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP Wastewater Tariffs; and approving 
Final Order 2024-03, establishing a multi-family service rate classification without change to 
current tariffs rates for Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP 

REPORT: Section 1-3.A.8., authorizes the Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority to, 
by final order, establish and from time to time amend a uniform system and classification of 
accounts for all regulated utilities which, among other things, shall establish adequate, fair, and 
reasonable depreciation rates and charges. 

On March 6, 2024, Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP (the utility), by email letter, formally 
requested its desire to draw a distinction within its tariff for service to multi-family customers. 
Currently, multi-family customers are serviced under the terms of the general service tariff. While 
the utility is not proposing any change in rates or charges or a new class of service for these 
customers, they are proposing to break out a separate rate code and tariff sheet for multi-family so 
that those types of customers can be better tracked by the utility in its record keeping and reporting. 

Staff recommends the adoption of Final Order No. 2024-01, approving the addition of this muti-
family rate classification without change to current tariff rates or billing. 
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Rey TorresFuentes

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Marty Deterding < mdeterding@sfflaw.com >

Tuesday, April 9,2024 ?:10 PM

Rey TorresFuentes

Michael Stark; Monica Leon
RE: AMUC - Tariffs filing

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email is f rom an external source. Confirm this is a trusted sender and use extreme
caution when opening attachments or c[icking [inks.

Tha nk you Rey

lf you need anything further from me please let me know.

Do you have an idea of when this tariff revision will be taken before the Authority for approval ?

F. MARSHAIT DETERDING
Of Counsel
Sundstrom & Mindlin, LLP
2548 Blairstone Pines Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 3z3or
T: 85o.877.6555

www.sfflaw.com
mdeterding@sfflaw.com

SuNosrRoM
&MINDLIN,LLP
Atlorneys I Countelort

Notice:.This email messag€, aEd any attachm€nts hereto, contains coDfideDtial information that is legally priileged. If],ou are not ttre intendeal recipient, you must
not Eview, tradsmit, convert to hard copy, copy, use or disseminate this email or any attachments to it. ifyou hive recii!.ed tbis email iD erior, pl"ri" ooiiity r"
immediately by retum mail or by telephone at (888)- 877-6555 and delete the origioal and aII copies ofthis transmission, including any anachments. Thani< you.

From: Rey TorresFuentes <Rey.TorresFuentes@colliercountyfl.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 09, 2024 8:45 AM
To: Marty Deterding <mdeterding@sfflaw.com>
Cc: Michael Stark <Michael.Stark@colliercountyfl.gov>; Monica Leon <Monica. Leon @colliercountyfl.gov>
Subiect: RE: AMUC - Tariffs filing

Good morning, Marty,

Attached to this email you will find the stamped '?pproved" tariff sheets for extension and index.

After a careful review of the rules and 96-6, we have concluded that adding a new classification is an action that requires
the Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority (authority) to review and approve via Final Order. We accept your
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email from March 6'h as the official request to the authority.
We have begun working on the Final Order and we will keep you apprised of the progress.

lf you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.

9.3 TARIFFS: GENERAL FILD(G DISTRUCTIO)*S.

(l) Each utility shall filc rvith thc Authority tariffr applicablc to all tcrritory sqn'cd by
it. shorving all ratcs and classificatiols of thc scniccs frrmishcd by thc utiliry ia that scnicc arca.

and all nrlcs aud rcgulations rclatilg thcrcto. cxccpt that thc ratcs for a spccific itanr of
cquipruant and or:pccial rcn'icc arrangeurcnts for an individual cuttourcr trccd trot bc filcd if thc
utility's filed tariff providcs thc basis for that typc of chargc.

(f) AU tariffl. as rvcll a: all supplcmcnt:. rcririons. modificationr. or charges to any
poniotr rtrcrcof. shall be submincd to thc Arrthoriry in four (4) copics aad in thc fomr prcscribcd
hcrcin. A&er accq)tancc. one stampcd and "datc acccptcd'' copy rvill bc retumcd to thc utility.
That copy is notice to thc utiliry that thc filhg has bcen acccptcd and approvcd'

Respectfu lly,

Reり 1●り喫ルザШぃ1巌》
Operations Support Specialist I

Growth Management Community Development
Operations & Regulatory Management

2800 Horseshoe Drive N. Naples. FL 34104
?ione': l2t9l252-5727
Rev.TorresFuentes@colliercountvfl .qov

From: Marty Deterding <I!dC!eI!!!!EjQ5[!A]UI9!0>
Sent: Thursday, April 4,2024 \2:44 PM

To: Michael Stark <Michael.Stark@colliercountvfl.Pov>

cc: Evelyn Trimino <Evelvn.Trimino@colliercountvfl.gov>; Monica Leon <@>; Julie

Chardon <@>; Tammy Smith <tsmlth@AMUC.Com>; Jason Vogel <lypgg!@\!!!!.1Q9q>;

Rey TorresFuentes <Rev.TorresFuente >

Subject: RE: AMUC - Tariffs filing

EKIERNAL EMAIL: This emait is from an external source. Confirm this is a trusted sender and use extreme

caution when opening attachments or cticking tinks.

Michael
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As you will recall, I sent you the below email explaining our tariff filings from early March. Having heard nothinE further
I noticed recently when reviewing the Authority Rules and Ordinance that there are in fact rules related to the filing and
approval of tariffs .

Part lX of the Supplemental Rules of the Board as adopted by Resolution 96-103 deals with Tariffs. lt appears to require
not only that we maintain a Tariff and get Authority approvalfor changes to the Tariffs, but also for the Authority to
issue something akin to "Stamped Approved Tariffs" when the tariff is revised. I am attaching relevant excerpts from
the Rule.

As I stated in my letter and in my further explanation of each tariff filing below, 2 of the 3 tariff revisions I submitted a re
just the tariff changes resulting from lmplementing previous authority decisions. As such I do not think either ofthem
requires any formal action and certainly at the PSC the previous approval would be enough for the Authority Staff to
issue "Stamped Approved Tariffs" reflecting those decisions by the Authority.

The third tariff filing as noted in the Original letter and in my follow-up explanation is a minor change to create a new
type of rate tariff. lt is not, in my opinion a new class of service, but rather just breaking out , for record keeping
purposes, a certain type of customer without changing the way they are billed or the charges that are accessed to
them. However lt is the one proposed tariff change that has not been specifically considered by the Authority before
now. As noted, the Psc staff would just administratively approve such a minor tariff change. But given the wording of
the Authority rule as highlighted in the attached I am not sure if you feel that such a change requires formalAuthority
action. lf formal action is required in your opinion, please consider my letter from Ma rch 6 as our formal requestfor
such.

lf you agree with my conclusions please issue the tariffs as filed for the utility to include in their official Tariff.

Please review this and the attached and give me your thoughts please. I am available to discuss further at any time.

F. MARSHALL DETERDTNG
Of Counsel
Sundstrom & Mindlin, LLP
2548 Blairstone Pines Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 3z3or
T: 8so.8Zz.6sss

www.sfflaw.com
mdeterding@sfflaw.com

SUNDSTRoM
&MINDLIN,LLP
Attorneyi I Countalorr

Notice:.This email mes.sage, aDd-aDy-attachmeDts hereto, contains coufideDtial information that is legally privileged. Ifyou are not the iDtended recipieDt, ],ou must
Dot reriew, tmnsmit, coDvert to had copy, copy, rrse or diss€minate this email or any attachmens to it. ifyou hive received this email in efror, pleaie noii"t,. us
immediately by retum mail or by telephone at (888)- 8z-6s5s and delete the original and all copies of this transmicsion, including any attachrients. Thani< 1orr.

From: Marty Deterding
Sent: Thursday, March 07, 2024 3:23 PM
To: Michael Stark <Michael.Stark@co >

Cc: Evelyn Trimino <Evelvn.Trimino@colliercountvfl.eov>; Monica Leon <Monica.Leon@colliercountvfl.pov>; Julie
Chardon <Julie.Chardon@co >; Tammy Smith <tsmith@AMUC.Com>; Jason Vogel <iyggg!.(@\ry!!!eJ&!0>;
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Rey TorresFuentes <Rev.TorresFuentes@colliercountvf l.gov>

subject: RE: AMUC - Tariffs filing

Michael

Thank you for your quick reply.

ln order to clarify our intentions I would like to offer a few general observations and then take each ofthe three tariff
filings separately

Your are of course correct that the Ordinance does not require "stamped approved tariffs". The PSCStatutesand rules

don't require it either, but it is done in the normal course to keep those documents current and accurate and show a

clear trail of regulatory authorization for everything in the governing tariff. The fact that the Authority used to issue

such tariffs led me to the conclusion that we were "Better safe than sorry" to clearly file such tariff and put the authority
on notice that they would be put in our official tariff in Order to reflect the authorlties decisions in the first two cases

and to reflect a mlnor change in rate coding for the Multi-family tariff.

As to each of the fillngs;

Territorv Extension tariffs - The utility's Official Tariffs reflect the territory served and I believe always have. I

was not directly involved in previous territory revision approvals by the Authority with regard to AMUC so I do

not know if "stamped Approved Tariffs" were issued in those cases. The Authority rules however do not require

that a utility proposing to adjust the territory served, file tariffs with that application or after approval of such

territory extension proposals. Just for comparison, This is not the case at the PSC where proposed revised

tariffs are required to be filed as part ofthe application (and are stamped approved after the case is

completed). We did not file such revised tariffs with our application to the Authority. ln the future I intend to

file tariffs with any territory extension request. ln this recent case the Authority approved the Application and

made the filing an attachment to the finalOrder. But since there were no tariffs included in the filing, the final

order of the Authority did not "approve tariffs" though it did of course approve the additional territory
description that is included in the proposed tariffs ljust filed. lf it is not the Authority's intention to issue

"Approved Tariffs" or "stamped approved tariffs" I have no issue with that but I did want the Authority to be on

notice that we intend to revise the territory described in the tariff to reflect the authority's decision to grant

additional service territory.
lndex lncrease for 2023 - Tariff are required to be filed as part of an index and pass-through filing and were filed

by AMUC in this case. As such, when the Authority issued its Final Order on that index and pass-through those

proposed tariff sheets were an attachment to the final order. No change to those tariffs is proposed. We were

only seeking ":stamped approved tariffs" if the Authority choose to still do that, or in the alternative, simple

acknowledgement that these tariffs should become part ofthe revised officialtariff as the utility intended. lf the

authority does not wish to do either in index and pass-through cases, we will simply make such tariffs part of the

official tariff after filing future indexes and pass-throughs. Just for comparison, the PSC requires filing of tariffs as

part of an lndex or Pass-through filing. As with the Authority rules and Ordinances, the PSC rules and Statute do

not require any action by the regulator in order for a utility to implement an lndex or pass-through after

filing. But the Psc does issue "stamped approved tariffs" within 60 days of any index or pass-through

filing. Again, we did not file these tariffs suggesting any action was required by the Authority, but simply to put

the Authority on notice that these tariffs had become a part of the utility's official tariffs, if the Authority did not

intend to issue "Stamped approved tariffs" or acknowledge these new tariffs in some way.

New rate Code for Multi-familv- The Authority rules have a provision for filing for a "New class of service" as

does the PSC. ln both cases no action is required by the authority or the PSC to implement such a ":New Class"

after the required filing. However the change in rate cade is NOT a new class of service request a nd as, we at

AMUC thought it should be an even simpler process. lt does not involve any new rates or new customers or new

charges or and change in how existing or new customers will be charged. At the PSC it would be considered a

minor tariff provision that does not require Commission action or acknowledgement, but simply administrative

2)

3)
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approval and issuanceof "Stamped Approved tariffs" bytheCommission Staff. lf the Authority does not issue
"Stamped Approved tariffs" or acknowledge in some other way simple tariff revisions of this type, then we were
simply trying to put the Authority on notice ofthe added rate code we were breaking out from existing tariffs in
order to allow better record keeping for service to multi-family customers. We assumed that such a filing did
not require Authority action or formal application for such a minor change. However if the Staff believes that
adding such a new rate code or tariff requires the Authority to affirmatively act then please consider my letter as
a formal request for authority approval.

I hope the above further clarifies our intent. lf you have any further questions please let me know.

We will be glad to work with the Authority and its Staff in getting resolution of each of these issues.

Thank you for your help

F. MARSHALL DETERDING
Of Counsel
Sundstrom & Minrllin, LLP
2548 Blairstone Pines Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 3z3or
T: 8So.877.6555

www.sfflaw.com
mdeterding@sfflaw.com

SuuosrRoM
&MINDLIN,LLP

Notice:.This email message, and an attachments hereto, contaiDs confidential iDformatioD that G legally privileged. If1'ou are not the intended recipient, you must
Dot review, transmit, convert to hard copy, copy, use or dissemiDate this email or aDy attachmeDts to it. if1'ou hire received this email in error, pleaie noiify us
irnrnediately by retum mail or by telephone at (888)- 8z-6555 aDd delete the original and all copies of ttris transmission, including any attachments. Thani< you.

From: Michael Stark <Michael.Stark@co >

Sent: Thursday, March 07, 2024 L2:32 PM
To: Marty Deterding <mdeterdins@sfflaw.com>
Cc: Evelyn Trimino <Evelvn.Trimino@colliercountvfl.gov>; Monica Leon <Monica.Leon@colliercountvfl.pov>; Julie
Chardon <Julie.Chardon@colliercountvfl.gov>; Tammy Smith <tsmith@AM UC.Com>; Jason Vogel <iy9gC]@AM-Ue]EgIt>;
Rey TorresFuentes <Rey.TorresFuentes@colliercountyfl.gov>
Subject: RE: AMUC - Tariffs filing

Marty,

Good aftemoon. Thank you for contacting the Growth Management Community Development
Department regarding the Ave Maria Utility Company (AMUC). Proposed modifications (revisions) to
approved rates, territory, and,/or language, etc., require review and approval by the Executive Director and the
Authority. Final Orders were approved on September 18,2023, provided by email, and are posted online
through the Clerk of the Circuit Court for review by the community. The tariffsheets are included in the Final
Order. Nowhere in Ordinance 96-6 nor The Rules ofthe Authority does it require a separate stamped approval.

Attorney! | Couns?lor,
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If the documentation on file with the AMUC is different (modified) from
approved shall require a meeting and new Final Orders. Is the AMUC requesting
to be reviewed and approved by the Authority? Yes or No.

We are readily available to discuss this maffer and address any additional

Respectfully,

Michael Stark, MBA
Director

the Final Orders the Authority
three (3) separate Final Orders

concerns. Thank you.

Operations Support & Regulatory Management Division
2800 N. Horseshoe Drive
Naples, Florida 34104
Phone: 239.252.8741
Email: Michael. Stark@CollierCountvfl . eov

From:Marty Deterding<mdeterding@sfflaw.com>

Sent:Wednesday′ March 6′ 202410:56 AM

To:Michael Stark<Michael.Stark@COIliercountv刊 .gov>

Cc:Evelyn丁百minoく Eve!vn.Tttmino@colliercountv倒 .gov>,Monica Leonく Monica.LeonOcOIliercountvfl.gov>;Julie

Chardon<Ju:ie.Chardon@colliercountv■ .gov>;Jam:e French― Collier County(iamesfrench@colliergov.net)

<iamesfrench@collergov.net>;TammySm■ hくtsm■hOAMUC.Com>,Jessica DiGlorgio<JDiGlorgio@barrOncollier.com>;

Jason Vogel<ivogel@AMUC.Com>

SubieCt:AM UC― 丁ariffs filing

EXTERNAL EMAIL:This emaitis fronl an externat sourceo Confirrn this is a trusted sender and use extreme

caution when opening attachments or cticking tinks.

Michael

Please see attached letter and attachments concerning tariff additions needed for AMUC.

Let me know r yOu need anything on thisfrom me.

丁hank you

F.MARSIIALL DEⅢ RDING
orcounscI
Sundstrom&Mindlin,LLP
2548 Blairstone Pines I)rive

Tallahassee,Flo五da 32301
T:850・ 877・6555

…
.smaw.com

mdeterdingOsmaw.com
6
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FINAL ORDER NO. 2024-03
COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND WASTEWATER AUTHORITY

A FINAL ORDER OF THE COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY, PURSUANT TO COLLTER COUNTY
ORDINANCE NO. 96-6, SECTIONS 1-3.A.7_8, AS AMENDED, TO
APPROVE THE REVISION OF AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY,
LLLP'S INDEX OF RATES AND CHARGES SCHEDULES TO
EFFECTUATE THE ADDITION OF A MULTI-FAMILY SERVICE RATE
CLASSIFICATION WITHOUT CHANGE TO CURRENT TARIFFS
RATES.

WHEREAS, the Collier County Water and Wastewater Utilities Regulatory Ordinance,
Ord. No. 96-6, as amended (the "Ordinance"), in Section l-3.A.7., authorizes the Collier County
Water and Wastewater Authority (the "AUTHOzuTY") to issue a final order approving,
modiffing, or denying any tariff, or other rule or regulation proposed to be established by or on
behalf of an applicant or utility; and

WHEREAS, the Ordinance, in Section 1-3.A.8., authorizes the AUTHORITY to, by final
order, establish and from time-to-time amend a uniform system and classification of accounts for
all regulated utilities which, among other things, shall establish adequate, fair and reasonable
depreciation rates and charges; and

WHEREAS, Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP (the "UTILITY") is the holder of a

certificate for the provision of water and wastewater services to certain portions of Collier County;
and

WHEREAS, on February 29,2024, the AUTHORITY adopted Final Order No. 2024-01,
establishing the 2024 Price Index for investor-owned water and wastewater utilities operating in
Collier County; and

WHEREAS, onMarch 6,2024,the UTILITY submitted its official request forthe addition
of a new classification for multi-family service without change to current tariff rates pursuant to
Ordinance Sections 1-3.A.7-8 ("Application"); and

WHEREAS, the AUTHORITY's staff recommends approval of the UTILITY's
Application for the addition of a multi-family classification with no change to existing tariff rates.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED by the AUTHORITY in a public meeting
assembled pursuant to Collier County Water and Wastewater Utilities Regulatory Ordinance, Ord.
No. 96-6, as amended, that:

I The recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated herein by
reference.
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3.

The UTILITY's revised NDEX OF RATES AND CHARGES SCHEDULES,
attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporated herein by reference, which
effectuates the addition of a new classification for multi-family service without
change to current tariffrates, is hereby approved.

This Final Order and the addition of a multi-family classification to the UTILITY
is hereby effective immediately.

This Final Order adopted tfris f24day of
and majority vote favoring the same.

'i /aYST 2o24,after motion, second,

COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY

%
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IITILITY's Revised
INDEX OF RATES AND CHARGES

SCHEDULES
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AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
WATER TARIFF

LIMITATIONS -

RATE _

518" x 314"

TERMS OF PAYMENT-

ORIGINAL SHEET NO. '14.50

MULTI-FAMILY SERVICE

RATE SCHEDULE (MF)

Available throughout the area served by the Company.

For water service to master metered residential Customers, including but not
limited to condominiums, apartments, mobile home parks.

Subject to all of the Rules and Regulations of this Tariff and General Rules
and Regulations of the Commission.

Meter Sizes Base Facility Charqe

$ 42.85
107.10
214.18
342.69
642.53

1,070.90
2,141.78
3,426.88

Requlatory
Assessment Fee

0.86
214
4.28
6.85
12.85
21.42
42.84
68.54

1

1 112

2
3
4
6
8

Gallonage Charge
(per 1,000 Gallons) $ 3.40 $0.07

Gallonage Charge
(per 1,000 Gallons)
Construction Use

$ 6.44 $0,1 3

MINIMUM CHARGE - Base Facility Charge only, if no consumption.

Bills are due and payable when rendered. ln accordance with Rule 25-30.320,
Florida Administrative Code, if a Customer is delinquent in paying the bill for
water service, service may then be discontinued.

Douglas E. Baird. Agent
NAME TITLE

o
o

AVAILABILITY -

APPLICABILITY -
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NAME OF COMPANY: AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
WATER TARIFF

INDEX OF RATES AND CHARGES SCHEDULES

Customer Deposits......

General Service, GS......

Miscellaneous Service Charges....

Residential Service, RS.................

Multi Family Service, MF ..............

Service Availability Fees and Charges......

FIRST REVISED SHEET NO. I2.O

CANCELS ORIGINAL SHEET NO. 12.O

Sheet Number

15.0

13.0

16.0

14.0

14.5

17.0

Douqlas E. Baird, Aqent
NAME TITLE

o
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NAME OF COMPANY: AVE I/ARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
WASTEWATER

INDEX OF RATES AND CHARGES SCHEDULES

FIRST REVISED SHEET NO. 11.0
CANCELS ORIGINAL SHEET NO. 1 1.0

Sheet Number

15.0

12.0

16.0

. 13.0

.. 13.5

14.0

17.0

Dorrolas Aqent

Customer Deposits,....,

General Service, GS...............

Miscellaneous Service Charges......

Residential Service, RS

Multi-Family Service, M F...............

Reclaimed Water Service........

Service Availability Fees and Charges.,......

F
oNAIME

E. Baird
TITLE
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AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
WASTEWATER TARIFF

AVAILABILITY -

APPLICABILITY

LIMITATIONS -

RATE _

518" x 314"

Gallonage Charge
(per 1,000 Gallons)

MINIMUM CHARGE _

TERMS OF PAYMENT _

ORIGINAL SHEET NO. 13.50

MULTI-FAMILY SERVICE

RATE SCHEDULE (MF)

Available throughout the area served by the Company.

For wastewater service to master metered residential Customers, including
but not limited to condominiums, apartments, mobile home parks.

Subject to all of the Rules and Regulations of this Tarlff and General Rules
and Regulations of the Commission.

Meter Sizes Base Facilitv Charqe

$ 51.32
128,23
256.48
410.35
769.44

1,282.40
2,564.78
4,103.66

Requlatory
Assessment Fee

1.03
2.56
5.1 3

8.21
15.39
25.65
51.30
82.07

1

1 1t2
2
3
4
o
8

$ 5.01 $0.1 0

Base Facility Charge only, if no consumption.

Bills are due and payable when rendered. ln accordance with Rule 25-30.320,
Florida Administrative Code, if a Customer is delinquent in paying the bill for
water service, service may then be discontinued.

Douglas E. Baird. Agent
NAME TITLE

o.ro
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Growth Management Community Development  Operations & Regulatory Management Division 

2800 Horseshoe Drive  Naples, Florida 34104  (239) 252-2400  www.CollierCountyFL.gov 

 

TO:  Chairman, Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority 

FROM: Michael Stark, Director, Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority and 
Director of Operations & Regulatory Management, Growth Management 
Department 

 
SUBJECT: Authority Agenda Item - Final Order No. 2024-04 

 
DATE: July 15, 2024 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  To have the Authority approve Final Order No. 2024-04, revising 
wastewater rate tariff sheet No. 15.0 Customer Deposits and water rate tariff sheet No. 15.0 
Customer Deposits. 

REQUESTED APPROVAL:  Request the Authority review the attached revised wastewater rate 
tariff sheet No. 15.0 Customer Deposits and water rate tariff sheet No. 15.0 Customer Deposits 
and provide approval for the increase in customer deposits. 

REPORT: Section 1-3.A.8., authorizes the Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority to, 
by final order, establish and from time to time amend a uniform system and classification of 
accounts for all regulated utilities which, among other things, shall establish adequate, fair, and 
reasonable depreciation rates and charges. 

On July 8, 2024, Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP (the utility), by email letter, formally 
requested its desire to revise and increase customer deposits due to them being out of date and no 
longer meeting the standard level as utilized in most regulated utility stations. This has resulted 
from gradual and small increases, over time, in rates due to indexing. It is an industry standard that 
customer deposits should equal two (2) times the average monthly bill for residential-class 
customers. This is also the standard used by the Florida Public Services Commission. Additionally, 
the last revision to customer deposits was in 2014. 

Staff recommends the adoption of Final Order No. 2024-04, approving the revised wastewater rate 
tariff sheet No. 15.0 Customer Deposits and water rate tariff sheet No. 15.0 Customer Deposits. 
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Rey TorresFuentes

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Marty Deterding < mdeterding@sfflaw.com>
Monday, July 8, ?0?4 1:27 PM

Rey TorresFuentes
Michael Stark; Monica Leon
RE: AMUC - Tariffs filing - Deposits
AMUC Revised Deposit Tariffs 2024.pdi AMUC 2024 Deposit calculation.pdf

Follow up
Completed

EXTERNAL[MAIL:This emallis from an externatsource.Confirm thisis a trusted sender and use extreme

caution when opening attachments or cticking tinks.

Rey

:have anothertariffchange that AMUC would like to request and that needs to be put on the Agenda forthe August 5

Authority Board meeing¨

The U■lity has notlced thatits required security deposit for Residenial Customers are out of date and no longer rneets

the standard:evel as utlli2ed in rnost regulated utl:ity situajons This has gradua‖ γ resulted overtlme from sma‖
increases in rates due to indexing

Asyou may Or may not know,it is an industry standard′ and one used by the Florida PSC,that a customer deposit should

be equaito 2● mes the average rnonthly b‖ lfor residentlal class of customers We have developed revised DepOsits for

both Water and Wastewaterto renect that standard Those calculajons are included on the attached schedule

:have included a set of revised tariffs to renect these revised Customer Deposits for the Authority′ s approvaL

Please let me know ifyou have any queslons or need any furtherinformatlon

Thank you

Fo MARSHALL DLiLRDING
O/CO● 71S● I
Sundstrom&Mindlin,LLP
2548 Blairstone Pines Drive

Tallahassee,1londa 32301
T:850・8776555

wⅥw smaw com
mdeterdingの smaw com

SUNDSTROM
&MINDLIN,LLP
Altotne!,! | Countalotl
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FINAL ORDER NO. 2024-0,1
COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND WASTEWATER AUTHORITY

A PINAL ORDER OF THE COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY, PURSUANT TO COLLIER COUNTY
ORDINANCE NO. 96-6, AS AMENDED, REGARDING AVE MAzuA
UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP'S CUSTOMER DEPOSITS: TO APPROVE
THE FOURTH REVISED WASTEWATER RATE TARIFF SHEET NO.
15.0 CUSTOMER DEPOSITS; AND TO APPROVE THE FOURTH
REVISED WATER RATE TARIFF SHEET NO. I5.O CUSTOMER
DEPOSITS.

WHEREAS, the Collier County Water and Wastewater Utilities Regulatory Ordinance, Ord.
No. 96-6, as amended (the "Ordinance"), in Section l-3.A.7., as amended, authorizes the Collier
County Water and Wastewater Authority (the "AUTHORITY") to "issue a final order approving,
modifring, or denying any tariff, or other rule or regulation proposed to be established by or on
behalf of an applicant or utility"; and

WHERI,AS, Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP (UTILITY) is the holder of a certificate
for the provision of water and wastewater services to certain portions of Collier County; and

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2024, the UTILITY submitted its official request for approval to
amend its water and wastewater tariffs to adjust the customer deposits for new customers; and

WIIERf,AS, customer deposits have not been updated since 2014 and no longer align with
industry standards, or with the Florida Public Service Commission, that customer deposits should
equal to 2 times the average monthly bill lor residential class customers; and

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the AUTHORITY in a public
meeting assembled pursuant to collier county water and wastewater Utility Regulatory
Ordinance, Ord. No. 96-6. as amended. that:

The recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated herein by
reference.

Wastewater Tariff sheet "Fourth Revised Sheet No 15.0" and Water Tariff sheet
"Fourth Revised Sheet No. 15.0", attached hereto as Exhibit .,A,,, are hereby
approved.

3. This Final Order and these revised tarilis are hereby eflbctive immediately.

2
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WHERf,AS, UTILITY has submitted items for approval: Wastewater Tariff sheet "Fourth
Revised Sheet No 15.0" and Water Tariff sheet "Fourth Revised Sheet No. 15.0", attached hereto
as Exhibit "A".

I
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4. The UTILITY shall provide written notice (attached hereto as Exhibit "B") to its
customers of these changes.

This Final Order adopted this 5s day ofAugust, 2024, after motion, second, and majority
vote favoring the same.

Approved as to form and legality:
COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY

Derek D. Perry
Assistant County Attomey

Eloy Ricardo, Chairman

Aftachments

Exhibit "A" - Wastewater Tariff sheet "Fou(h Revised Sheet No 15.0" and Water Tariff sheet
"Fourth Revised Sheet No. 15.0"

Exhibit "B'' - Written Notice

124 -OPS -0 t2 I 3 t I 87 7 692/ tl Page 2 of 2
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Rey Torres Fuentes
Text Box
NOTE: This Final Order was tabled and will be continued at a later meeting.

Rey Torres Fuentes, Operations Support Specialist
Staff Liaison



EXHIBIT 65A''

Wastewater Tariff sheet "Fourth Revised Sheet No
15.0" and Water Tariff sheet "Fourth Revised
Sheet No. 15.0"

\o
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NAME OF COMPANY
WASTEWATER

FOURTH REVISED SHEET NO. I 5.0

CANCELS THIRD REVISED SHEET NO. I5.O

CUSTOMER DEPOSITS

PURPOSE OF DEPOSIT - To provide Company with security towards payment of water service bills.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CREDIT _ Before rendering wastewater service, the Company may require an applicant
to establish credit to the Company's satisfaction; however, the establishment of such credit does not relieve the
Customer from complying with the Company's rules for prompt payment.

AMONT OF DEPOSIT - The amount of the initial deposit will be the following according to metel size:

METER SIZE DEPOSIT

518" X314"

tt/2"
2'
3"

4^

6"

8',

Construction Meter (2")

Construction Hydrant Backfl odMeter

$130

$290

$sso

$870

s I ,620
$2,690

$5,3 s0

$8,s s0

N/A
N/A

ADDITIONAL DEPOSIT - When warranted, the Company may require a new deposit, if previously
waived or returned, or an additional deposit in order to secure payment ofcurrent bills.

INTEREST ON DEPOSIT - The Company will pay a simple interest on Customer deposits at a rate of three
(3)% pel annum; however, no interest will begin accruing unless and until the Customer has timely paid fol at
least six months of continuous service. The payment of interest will be made once a year as a credit on regular
bills and on final bills when service is discontinued.

REFLIND OF DEPOSIT - After a residential Customer has established a payment record to the satisfaction of
the Company and has received senvice for 23 consecutive months, the company will refund the Customer's
deposit. The Company may, in its discretion, hold the deposit for a non-residential Customer who has received
service for 23 consecutive months, but shall continue to pay interest on the non-residential Custorner's deposit.

Nothing in this Tatiff prohibits the Company from refunding a CLrstomer's deposit in less than 23 months

D las E. Baild Agent
TITLE

o

NAME

AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
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NAME OF COMPANY:
WATER AVE MARIA U'IILITY COMPANY, LLLP

FOURTH REVISED SHEET NO. I5.O

CANCELS THIRD REVISED SHEET NO. I5.O

CTJSTOMER DEPOSII'S

PURPOSE OF DEPOSIT - To provide Company with security towards payment of water service bills.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CREDIT - Before rendering water sewice, the Company may require an applicant to
establish credit to the Company's satisfaction; however, the establishment ofsuch credit does not relieve the
Customer flom complying with the Company's rules for prompt payment.

AMONT OF DEPOSIT - The amount of the initial deposit will be the following according to meter size:

MF,TER SIZE

s/8, x3t4"
I"
7l/2"

J

6',

8',

Construction Meter (2")

Conshuction Hydrant Backflo 1\tfeter

$ 100

$230

$460

$730

$ 1,3s0

$2,24s

$4,480

$7,1 s0

$7s0
actual meter cost

ADDITIONAL DEPOSIT - When warranted , the Company may require a new deposit, if previously
waived or returned, or an additional deposit in order to secure payment of current bills.

INTEREST ON DEPOSII - The Company will pay a simple interest on Customer deposits at a rate ofthree
(3)% per annum; lrowever, no interest will begin accruing unless and until the Customer has timely paid for.at
least six months ofcontinuous service. The payment of interest willbe madeonce a year as a credit on regular
bills and on final bills when service is discontinued.

REFLTND OF DEPOSIT After a residential Customel has established a payment record to the satisfaction of
the Company and has received service for 23 consecutive months, the company witl refund the Customer's
deposit. The Company may, in its discretion, hold the deposit for a non-residential Customer.who has received
service for 23 consecutive months, but shall continue to pay interest on the non-residential Customer's deposit.

Nothing in this Tariff prohibits the Company from refunding a Customer's deposit in less than 23 months.

Douelas E. Baird. Asent
NAME TITLE

DEPOSIT

36



EXIIIBIT 568''

Written Notice

%
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Ave Maria
Utility Conparry

CUSTOMER NOTICE

Oclober _,2024

On February 29, 2024, the Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority (the

"Authority") adopted provisions permitting water and wastewater utilities to adjust the rates it

charges to its customers without those customers bearing the additional expense of a public

hearing. The adjustment in rates would depend on increases or decreases in non-contollable

expenses and subject to inflationary pressures such as chemicals, and other operational and

maintenance costs.

The provisions of Ordinance 96-6 Section 1-6(I) allow investor owned water and

wastewater utilities such as Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP ('utility" or "AMUC") to ,,pass

through" increases in electric power costs.

On July 8,2024, AMUC filed notice of intent with the Growth Management District

(GMD) Operations & Regulatory Management Division, to increase water and wastewater rates

as a trsult ofthe combined impact ofthe inflation index increase and the increase in electric power

costs. if acknowledged and approved by the Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority (The

"Authority') , water rates will increase by approximately 2.19% and wastewater rates by 1.93%;o.

The adjusted rates should be reflected on your bill for October service.

The Utility has also lequested that the Authority update the required Security Deposits that

the utility imposes in certain instances. The Authority has reviewed the request for change in

Security Deposits and has approved the Utility proposal.

You can review a schedule ofthe present and new rates and Security Deposits on the utility
website at: https://amuc.com/service/docs/Current_and_proposed_Rates_2024.pdf.

Should yon have any questions, please contact your local utility office at (239) 34g-024g.

Be sure to have your account number handy for quick reference. customers may also direct

inquiries to the Growth Management community Development Deparhent, 2g00 North
llorseshoe Drive, Naples, Florida 34104 at (239) 252-2400.
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Growth Management Community Development  Operations & Regulatory Management Division 
2800 Horseshoe Drive  Naples, Florida 34104  (239) 252-2400  www.CollierCountyFL.gov 

TO: Chairman, Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority 

FROM: Michael Stark, Director, Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority and 
Director of Operations & Regulatory Management, Growth Management 
Department 

SUBJECT: Authority Agenda Item - Final Order No. 2024-05 
Ave Maria Utility Company Price Index and Pass-Through Application 

DATE: July 8, 2024 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Final Order No. 2024-05, adjusting the wastewater rates of 
Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP. (AMUC) by applying the 2024 Price Index Factor to the 
allowable 2024 operation and maintenance expenses, and its amortized pass-through costs for 
water and wastewater 

REQUESTED APPROVAL:  Based on staff’s review of the of the attached application and its 
supporting documentation, staff recommends the adoption of Final Order 2024-05. 

REPORT: On July 8, 2024, AMUC filed an application titled "Notice of Intent to Adjust Rates 
Pursuant to 2024 Index and Pass Pass-Through” with the Collier County Water and Wastewater 
Authority (“Authority”) 

AMUC has applied for a 2.19% increase to its water service and 1.93% for wastewater rates based 
on: 

1. The application of the 2024 Price Index factor of 3.24% adopted by Final Order No.
2024-01

The approval of an increase of 2.19% for water and 1.93% for wastewater to AMUC’s tariff sheets 
for base facility and gallon charges would result in increased revenue of $75,606 for water and 
$89,688 for wastewater. 

AMUC intends to send customer notices immediately upon approval with new rates going into 
effect on the customer’s October bill. 

Staff recommends the adoption of Final Order No. 2024-04, approving AMUC’s application for a 
Price Index and pass-through increase effective immediately. 

41
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FINAL ORDER NO. 2024-05
COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND WASTEWATER AUTHORITY

A FINAL ORDER OF THE COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY, PURSUANT TO SECTION I-6 (I) AND (J),
COLLIER COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 96-6, AS AMENDED,
APPROVING PR]CE INDEXING AND PASS.THROUGH INCREASES IN
WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES FOR AVE MARIA UTILITY
COMPANY, AND REQUIRING THE UTILITY TO NOTIFY ITS
CUSTOMERS OF THE INCREASES IN RATES.

WHEREAS, Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP (AMUC) is the holder of a certificate lor
the provision of wastewater sen'ice to certain portions of Collier County; and

WHEREAS, Sections l-6 (l) and (J), Collier County Ordinance No.96-6, as amended,
provide for price index adjustments and pass-through adjustments, respectively; and

WHEREAS, on February 29,2024, the Collier County Water and Wastervater Authority
("AUTHORITY") adopted Final Order No. 2024-01 establishing the 2024 Price Index for
investor-owned water and wastewater utilities operating in Collier County; and

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2024, the AMUC submitted its application for 2024 Price Indexing
and recovery ofincreased pass-through costs for wastewater expenses, resulting in increases in its
wastewater rates; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 96-6, as amended, the increase in water and
wastewater rates, attributable to price indexing. cannot exceed the 2024 Price Index factor of
3.24Yo; and

WIIEREAS, AUTHORITY staffrecommends approval of the AMUC'S application for a
Price Index and pass-through increase to thereby atlhoize a2.19%o increase for water service rates
and a 1.93% increase to wastewater service rates, which is anticipated to increase AMCU's annual
revenues for water services by $75,606 and wastewater services by $89,688.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED by the AUTHORITY in public meeting
assembled, pursuant to Collier County Water and Wastewater Utility Regulatory Ordinance, Ord.
No. 96-6, as amended, that:

The recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated herein by
reference.

The 2024 Price Index and pass-through application, which seeks an additional
$75,606 in water revenue and $89,688 in wastewater revenue resulting in a rate
increase of 2.19% in water service rates and a 1.93o/o for wastewater service rates,

is hereby approved and authorized.

2
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The water and wastewater rates, as depicted in the Tariff Sheets, attached hereto as

Exhibit "A", and by this reference incorporated herein, are approved and
authorized, effective immediately.

Pursuant to Collier County Ordinance No. 96-6, as amended, the AMUC shall
provide written notice to its water and wastewater customers of the authorized
increase and the basis for the increase. Such notice is attached hereto as Exhibit "B"
and incorporated herein by reference.

This Final Order adopted this 5th day of August 2024, after motion, second, and majority
vote favoring the same.

as to form
COLLIER COUNTY WATER AND
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY

kD.Pe町 へ  Eloy
Assistant County Attorney

Attachments:

Exhibit``A''― Rcviscd Watcr and Wastcwatcr Tariffs

Exhibit``B''― WHttcn Noticc

2.

3.

Ｏ
Ъ
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EXHIBIT ''A''

Revised Water and Wastewater Tariffs
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NAME OF COMPANY
WATER

AVAILABILITY.

APPLICABILITY -

LIMIT TIONS -

AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP

SEVENTEENTH R,EVISED SHEET NO. 1 3.0
CANCELS SIXTEENTH REVISED SHEET NO. 13.0

GENER{ SERVICE

RATE S EGS

Available ttu'oughout the arca sered by the Company.

For water service to commercial Customers and all Customers for
which no other schedule applies.

Subject to all of the Rules and Regulations of this Tariff and General
Rules and Regulations ofthe Authority.

RATE.

Gallonage Charge
(per 1,000 Gallons)

Gallonage Charge
(per 1,000 Gallons)
Construction Use

MIMMLII\4 CTIARGE.

BASE FACILITY
CHARGEPERMONTH

943.19
109.45
218.87
350.19
6s6.60

1,094.35
2,188.68
3,s01.93

$3.41

$6.58

Base Facility Charge only, ifno consumption,

METER STZE

REGULATORY
ASSESSMENT FEE

$0.88
2.19
4.38
7.00

13.13

2t.89
43.77
70.04

$0.07

$0.13

5/8" x3/4"
1"

I u2"
2
J

6
8"

TERMS OF PAYMENT - Bills are due when rendered and become delinquent if not paid
within twenty (20) days, After five (5) days'written notice, water
seruice may be discontinued.

David G Asent
NAME TITLE

c{o
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NAME OF COMPANY: AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY' LLLP
WATER

EIGHTTEENTH REVISED SFMET NO. 14.0

CANCELS SEVENTEENTH REVISED SHEET NO. 14.0

RESID SERVICE

RA ULE RS

ILITY. Available thoughout the area served by the Company.

For water seryice to all residential Customers.APPLICABILITY -

MUTATIONS - Subject to all of the Rules and Regulations ofthis Tariffand
General Rules and Regulations ofthe Authority.

RATE -
REGI,{,ATORY

METERSIZE

5/8"

Gallonage Charge

Up to 5,000 gallons

5,001 to 10,000 gallons

10,001 to 15,000 gallons

Over 15,000 gallons

BASE FACILITY
C}IARGE PER MONTH

943.79
109.45
218.87

$3.09
4.61
6.20

9.28

ASSES FEE

x314"
1"

/21

$0.88
2.19
4.38

$0.06
0.09
0.12
0. r9

CHARGE. Base Facility Chalge on1y, if no consumption.

Bills are due when rendered and become deiinquent if not paid
within twenty (20) days. After five (5) days' written notice, water
service may be discontinued.

David Genson. Aqent
NAME TITLE

TERMS OFPAYMENT.
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NAME OF COMPANY:
WASTEWATER

AVAILABILITY-

APPLICAULITY.

S-

RATE -

METER S]ZE
BASE FACILITY

CFIARGEPERMONTH

$s2.31
130.70
261.43
418.21
784.29

1 ,307.1s
2,614.28
4,182.86

REGULATORY
ASSESSMENTFEE

$ 1.0s

2.61
J.li
8.37

ls,69
26.14
52.29
83.66

SEVENTEENTH REVISED SHEET NO, 12.0

CANCELS SXTEENTH REVISED SI{EET NO. 12.0

GENERAL SERVICE

Available throughout the area served by the Company.

For wastewater service to commercial Customers and all Customers

for which no other schedule applies.

Subject to all ofthe Rules and Regulations of this Tariff and General

Rules and Regulations ofthe Authodty.

518" x3/4"
l'

1112"

J

4"
6u

8"

Gallonage Charge
(per 1,000 Gallons)

TERMS OF PAYMENT.

MIMML 4 CHARGE - Base Facility Charge on1y, if no consumption.

$ 5.11 $0.10

Bil1s are due when rendered and become delinquent if not paid
within twenty (20) days. After five (5) days' written notice,
wastewater sewice may be discontinued.

David Genson, Agent
NAME TITLE

o
Yo

RATE SCFIEDULE GS

AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
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NAME OF COMPANY: AVEMARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
WASTEWATER

AVA]LABILITY.

APPLICABILITY.

cLIMIT

EIGHTEENTH REVISED SHEET NO. I3.O

CANCELS SEVENTEENTH REVISED SHEET NO. 13.0

RESIDENTIAI SERVI CE

RATE SCHEDULERS

Available ttu'oughout the area sewed by the Company:

For wastewater service to al1 residential Customers.

Subject to all of the Rules and Regulations of this Tadff and General Rules

and Regulations ofthe Authority.

BASE FACILITY RTGULATORY
ASSESSMENT FEEMETER SIZE CHARGE PER MONTH

RATE -

518" x314"
1"

1112',

$s2.3 i
130.70
216.43

$1.05
2.6t
).t3

Gallonage Charge

(per 1,000 Gallons) $ s.11 $0.10

MINIMUMCHARGE- Base Facility Charge only, if no consumption

TERMS OFPAYI\4ENT. Bills are due when rendered and become delinquent ifnot paid
within twenty (20) days. After five (5) days' written notice,
wastewater service may be discontinued.

David Genson. Asent

o

NAME TITLE
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NAME OF COMPANY: AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP
WASTEWATER

SEVENTEENTH REVISED SHEETNO. I4.O
CANCELS SIXTEENTH REVISED SHEET NO. 14.0

AVAILABILITY -

APPLICABILITY -

LIMITATIONS -

RATE.

Available by special contract to areas within the certificated service

tenitory of Service Company.

To the extent of its capacity and wastewater flows, the Utility will provide
imigation quality water using treated wastewater effluent.

Subject to all ofthe Rules and Regulations ofthis Tariffand General

Rules and Regulations of the Authority.

Gallonage Charge
(per 1,000 Gallons)

METER SIZE

6',

BASE FACILITY
CIIARGE PERMONTH

$4,708.9s
7,530.00

$0.60

REGLILATORY
ASSESSMENT FEE

$0.0r

David Genson

^po

NAME TITLE

RECLAIMED WATER SERVICE

RATE SCHEDULE

$94.18
150.60
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EXHIBIT ''B''

Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP's Customer Notice

o<-
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Ave Matta
Utility Con:parry

CUSTOMER NOTICE

Oclober _,2024

On February 29, 2024, the Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority (the

"Authority") adopted provisions pemitting water and wastewater utilities to adjust the rates it

charges to its customers without those customers bearing the additional expense of a public

hearing. The adjustment in lates would depend on increases or decreases in non-controllable

expenses and subject to inllationary pressures such as chemicals, and other operational and

maintenance costs.

The provisions of Ordinance 96-6 Section 1-6(J) allow investor owned water and

wastewater utilities such as Ave Maria Utility Company, LLLP ('utility" or "AMUC") to "pass

through" increases in elechic power costs.

On July 8, 2024, AMUC fi1ed notice of intent with the Growth Management District

(GMD) Operations & Regulatory Management Division, to increase water and wastewater rates

as a result ofthe combined impact of the inflation index increase and the increase in electdc power

costs. If acknowledged and approved by the Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority,

water rates will increase by approximately 2.19% and wastewater rates by 1.93%. The adjusted

rates should be reflected on your bill for October service.

You can review a schedule of the present and new rates on the utility website at:

https://amuc.com/service/docs/Current-and-Proposed-Rates-2024.pdf.

Should you have any questions, please contact your local utility office at (239) 348-0248.

Be sure to have your account number handy for quick reference. Customers may also direct

inquiries to the Growth Management Community Development Depaltment, 2800 North

Horseshoe Drive, Napies, Florida 34104 at (239) 252-2400.

.'{c60
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Rey Torres Fuentes
Highlight



2024 - Proposed

Rey Torres Fuentes
Highlight
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NAME OF COMPANY: AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY, LLLP 

THIRD REVISED SHEET NO. 15.0 
CANCELS SECOND REVISED SHEET NO. 15.0 

CUSTOMER DEPOSITS 

PURPOSE OF DEPOSIT - To provide Company with security towards payment of wastewater service 
bills. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF CREDIT - Before rendering wastewater service, the Company may require an 
applicant for service to establish credit to the Company's satisfaction; however, the establishment of such 
credit does not relieve the Customer from complying with the Company's rules for prompt payment 

AMOUNT OF DEPOSIT -The amount of initial deposit will be the following according to meter size: 

METER SIZE 

5/8" X 3/4" 
1" 

1 112" 
2" 
3" 
4" 
6" 
8" 

Construction meter (2") 
Construction Hydrant BackflowlMeter 

Deposit 

$ 100 
$ 235 
$ 470 
$ 752 
$ 1,410 
$ 2,350 
$ 4,700 
$ 7,520 
NIA 

NIA 

ADDITIONAL DEPOSIT - When warranted, the Company may require a new deposit, if previously waived 
or returned, or an additional deposit in order to secure payment of current bills. 

INTEREST ON DEPOSIT - The Company will pay simple interest on Customer deposits at a rate of three 
(3)% per annum; however, no interest will begin accruing unless and until the Customer has timely paid 
for at least six months of continuous service: The payment of interest will be made once a year as a credit 
on regular bills and on final bills when service is discontinued. 

REFUND OF DEPOSIT - After a residential Customer has established a payment record to the 
satisfaction of the Company and has received service for 23 consecutive months, the Company will 
refund the Customer's deposit The Company may, in its discretion, hold the deposit of a non-residential 
Customer who has received service for 23 consecutive months, but shall continue to pay interest on the 
non-residential Customer's deposit. 

Nothing in this Tariff prohibits the Company from refunding a Customer's deposit in less than 23 months. 

Paul Marinelli. Agent 
NAME TITLE 

2014

Rey Torres Fuentes
Highlight



2024 - Proposed

Rey Torres Fuentes
Highlight

Rey Torres Fuentes
Highlight



James French 

Collier County Water and Wastewater Authority 

Attendance Roster - Date: August 5, 2024 

CCWWA Members 

**Must have (3) members for a quorum** 

Eloy Ricardo: 

Patricia Sherry: 

Bryant Elliot Colins: 

Eugene Wordehoff: 

[c., 

Sta 

Deputy Department Head, GMCD 

Michael Stark 

Director, Operations & Regulatory Management 

Derek D. Perry 

Assistant County Attorney 

Evelyn Trimino 

Manager- Financial Operations, GMCD 

Monica Leon 

Budget Analyst, Operations & Regulatory Management 

Rey Torres Fuentes, Operations Support Specialist I 

b 
� �- -

Staff Liaison, Operations and Regulatory Management / 

Additional Staff Name and Title 

Present

Present

Present
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Water and Wastewater Authority
Monday, August 5th, 2024



Meeting Agenda

I. Call to Order (Determination of Quorum) and Roll Call

a) Welcome New Member – Don Munksgaard

II. Approval of Agenda – Meeting of August 5, 2024

III. Approval of Minutes – Meeting of February 29, 2024

IV. Items Requiring Action by Authority

a) Final Order 2024-03

b) Final Order 2024-04

c) Final Order 2024-05

V. Staff Discussions

a) AMUC – Annual Report Update

VI. Open to the Public

VII. Authority Members Discussion

VIII. Adjourn

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Final Order 2024-03 - Ave Maria Utility Company, Addition of Multi-family Service Rate Classification
Final Order 2024-04 – Ave Maria Utility Company, Revision of Water and Wastewater Customer Deposits
Final Order 2024-05 – Ave Maria Utility Company, 2024 Price Index and Pass-Through



Approval of Agenda & Minutes

Florida Statute 286.011 Public meetings and records.

(2) The minutes of a meeting of any such board or commission 
of any such state agency or authority shall be promptly 
recorded, and such records shall be open to public inspection.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Need a motion to approve the agenda for today.
Need a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the February 29th meeting.



Approval of Agenda & Minutes

Authority Staff Request for future approval of minutes:

Motion: To allow the chairmen or vice-chairmen to approve 
and electronically sign meeting minutes after all committee 
members have reviewed them by email and have no 
objections.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This motion is to prevent the minutes from this meeting and future meetings to sit unapproved and inaccessible to the public during the time in between meetings (which could be months).
This method is not new and has been used in the past and is in use currently with the Building Board of Adjustments and Appeals which is also quasi-judicial. 



Items Requiring Action by the Authority

Final Order 2024-03 – Ave Maria Utility Company,
Addition of Multi-family Service Rate Classification

• Ordinance No. 96-6, Sections 1-3.A.7-8, As Amended

• Section 1-3.A.7 authorizes the Authority to issue a final order approving, modifying, 
or denying any tariff, or other rule or regulation proposed to be established by or on 
behalf of an applicant or utility.

• Section 1-3.A.8 authorizes the Authority to, by final order, establish and from time-
to-time amend a uniform system and classification of accounts.

Request:

Ave Maria Utility Company (AMUC) has requested to add a multi-family classification 
without change to current tariff rates.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Utility has provided the proposed water tariff sheets for this multi-family classification attached herein as Exhibit “A”. Staff recommends approval of this application.
This final order will not change any rates, it will just provide for a new classification for record-keeping purposes. 



Items Requiring Action by the Authority

Final Order 2024-04 – Ave Maria Utility Company,
Revision of Water and Wastewater Customer Deposits

• Ordinance No. 96-6, Sections 1-3.A.7-8, As Amended

• Section 1-3.A.7 authorizes the Authority to issue a final order approving, modifying, 
or denying any tariff, or other rule or regulation proposed to be established by or on 
behalf of an applicant or utility.

Request:

Ave Maria Utility Company (AMUC) has requested to revise their customer deposits for both 
water and wastewater.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The utility has provided the proposed customer deposit tariff sheets for both water and wastewater as shown in Exhibit “A” of this final order.
The utility last updated these deposits in 2014 and are now outdated.
Customer deposits are increasing on average 36% for water and 18% for wastewater.
Since 2014 there has been a 36% increase in water rates and a 33% increase in wastewater.
***See printout of current for questions regarding exact increases*** (additional packet)
The required customer notice is attached herein as Exhibit “B” (Page 39)



Items Requiring Action by the Authority

Final Order 2024-04 – Ave Maria Utility Company,
Revision of Water and Wastewater Customer Deposits

Meter Size Current Deposit 
Amount

2024 Deposit 
Requests % Increase

5/8" x 3/4" $80 $100 25%

1" $165 $230 39%

1 1/2" $330 $460 39%

2" $528 $730 38%

3" $990 $1,350 36%

4" $1,650 $2,245 36%

6" $3,300 $4,480 35%

8" $5,280 $7,150 35%
Construction 

Meter $528 $750 42%

Meter Size Current Deposit 
Amount

2024 Deposit 
Requests % Increase

5/8" x 3/4" $100 $130 30%

1" $235 $290 23%

1 1/2" $470 $550 17%

2" $752 $870 15%

3" $1,410 $1,620 15%

4" $2,350 $2,690 14%

6" $4,700 $5,350 14%

8" $7,520 $8,550 13.7%
Construction 

Meter N/A N/A

WastewaterWater

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The utility has provided the proposed customer deposit tariff sheets for both water and wastewater as shown in Exhibit “A” of this final order.
The utility last updated these deposits in 2014 and are now outdated.
Customer deposits are increasing on average 36% for water and 18% for wastewater.
Since 2014 there has been a 36% increase in water rates and a 33% increase in wastewater.
***See printout of current for questions regarding exact increases*** (additional packet)
The required customer notice is attached herein as Exhibit “B” (Page 39)



Items Requiring Action by the Authority

Final Order 2024-04 – Ave Maria Utility Company,
Revision of Water and Wastewater Customer Deposits

Meter Size 2014 Rates Current Rates % Increase

5/8" x 3/4" $28.05 $43.79

36%

1" $70.11 $109.45

1 1/2" $140.22 $218.87

2" $224.36 $350.19

3" $420.65 $656.60

4" $701.08 $1,094.35

6" $1,402.16 $2,188.68

8" $2,243.46 $3,501.93
Gallonage Charge

Per 1,000 gl. $2.23 $3.47

Meter Size 2014 Rates Current Rates % Increase

5/8" x 3/4" $34.67 $52.31

33%

1" $86.67 $130.70

1 1/2" $173.34 $261.43

2" $277.33 $418.27

3" $520.01 $784.29

4" $866.68 $1,307.15

6" $1,733.36 $2,614.28

8" $2,773.37 $4,182.86
Gallonage Charge

Per 1,000 gl. $3.39 $5.11

Wastewater
General Service Rate Schedules

Water
General Service Rate Schedules

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The utility has provided the proposed customer deposit tariff sheets for both water and wastewater as shown in Exhibit “A” of this final order.
The utility last updated these deposits in 2014 and are now outdated.
Customer deposits are increasing on average 36% for water and 18% for wastewater.
Since 2014 there has been a 36% increase in water rates and a 33% increase in wastewater.
***See printout of current for questions regarding exact increases*** (additional packet)
The required customer notice is attached herein as Exhibit “B” (Page 39)



Items Requiring Action by the Authority

Final Order 2024-05 – Ave Maria Utility Company,
2024 Price Index and Pass-Through

• Ordinance No. 96-6, Sections 1-6 (I) and (J)

• Provide for price index adjustments and pass-through adjustments respectively.

Request:

Ave Maria Utility Company (AMUC) has submitted its application for 2024 Price Indexing and 
recovery of increased pass-through costs. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The application is for a 2.19% increase in water rates, anticipated to increase annual revenue by $75,606 for water
And a 1.93% increase in wastewater with an anticipated increase in revenue of $89,688 for wastewater.



Staff Discussions

Ordinance 96-6 Collier County Water and Wastewater Utilities Regulatory Ordinance.
Section 1-14. Annual Financial Reporting Requirement.

A. Each Utility shall annually, within one hundred and twenty (120) days of the close of its fiscal year, file 
with the Authority a Financial Report of its operation in Collier County during the fiscal year (Page 29).

Due date: Tuesday, April 30, 2024.

On April 24, 2024, AMUC made its formal request for a 30-day extension.
Under Ordinance 96-6, Section 1-8 Misc. Provisions
F. Extension of required time periods. Unless prohibited by law, the Authority, for good cause, may grant 
extensions to time periods specified in this Ordinance or in Rules of the Board.

Per the Rules of the Authority 2.5(4), A utility may file a written request for an extension of time with 
the Authority. One extension of thirty (30) days will be automatically granted upon request.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On April 24, 2024, AMUC made its formal request for a 30-day extension.
Per the rules of the authority, an automatic extension of 30 was recognized and AMUC filed its Annual Report with staff on May 30th, 2024.
Authority staff reviewed the Annual report and found it satisfied all requirements.



Open to the Public



Authority Members Discussion



Adjournment of the
Water and Wastewater Authority
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