
Caracara 
Prairie 

Preserve



Background
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Cattle Ranching
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Current Management 
Concerns/Compatibility at 
Caracara Prairie Preserve

Despite 70% reduction 
of AU in latest lease, 

pastures are 
overgrazed-support less 

wildlife/plant species 
than they should= loss 

of valuable acreage

Intensive grazing in 
wetlands reduces 

listed species nesting 
success and reduces 

wetland habitat 
quality

Cattle spread of 
nuisance/exotic 

vegetation challenging 
exotics control and 

increases management 
costs 

Overgrazed understory 
impacts successful 

application of 
prescribed fire across 
landscape- multiple 

burns unable to 
achieve objectives 

Public access trail 
impacts from 

cattle fencing & 
cow pats along 
walking paths
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Anticipated 
Fiscal Impact
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